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Behind The Headlines 


DIP OR DECLINE? 


“Doctors” Can't Agree On Economic State Of Union, But Here 


Are Key Arguments, And Job, Business Data Cited In The Debate 


Not many people believe that the American 
economy owes every citizen a living. But a good 
many believe that every citizen has a right toa 
chance to make a living. Congress thought so in 
1946, when it passed the Employment Act, and in 
the preamble endorsed ‘‘the continuing policy and 
responsibility of the federal government to use all 
practicable means...in a manner calculated to foster 
and promote free competitive enterprise and the 
general welfare, conditions under which there will be 
afforded useful employment opportunities, including 
self-employment, for those able, willing and seeking 
to work, and to promote maximum employment, pro- 
duction and purchasing power."’ 


During most of the years that followed passage 
of this Act, however, except for the recession of 
1949-50, the economy showed no signs of slacking 
off; it was laboring under forced draft. Unemploy- 
ment stayed below--mostly well below--the 2 million 
mark in a work force of around 63 million. 


But in the third quarter of 1953, signs of slack- 
ening began to appear. And since the end of last 
December, a vigorous debate, with political over- 
tones, has centered on the question: 


How much of a drop-off is currently taking place 
in the American economy, and what should be done 
about it? 


The Debate 


On Dec. 27, just before the opening of the annual 
meetings of the American Economic Association and 
the American Statistical Association, President 
Eisenhower's assistant for economic matters, Dr. 


Gabriel Hauge, and Senator Paul H, Douglas (D 
Ill.), who used to teach economics at the University 
of Chicago, expressed opposing viewpoints during 
a radio forum program. 


Sen. Douglas said, ‘‘I think we are undoubtedly 
in a recession. Whether or not it will develop into 
a depression we do not know.... If conditions become 
more serious, if a chain reaction is set in motion 
by these declines, and we have a cumulative break- 
down, we should move as quickly as possible to 
meet the situation, both through the spreading of con- 
sumers purchasing power, through the investment of 
corporations, and by affirmative action of the gov- 
ernment,’’ 


“STILL ... PRETTY GOOD” 


In reply, Dr. Hauge deciared that ‘‘it is possible 
to look at every figure he (the Senator) has given us 
and still feel pretty good about the American econ- 
omy in 1954, While it may be true that business 
failures are up SO per cent from a year ago, they 
still are at abysmally low rates, While it may 
be true that carloadings and steel production are in 
particularly low spots at the moment, | think that 
the people in those industries are looking forward 
to a good year in 1954.’’ 


On Jan. 4, in a radio-television address to the 
nation just before the opening of Congress, President 
Eisenhower expressed faith in the country’s economic 
soundness: 


‘‘Sound planning and aggressive enterprise must 


of course be accompanied by the indispensable in- 
gredient--a persistent and reasoned faith in the 
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growth and progress of America, a faith which 
cannot be shaken by self-appointed peddlers of 
gloom and doom.’’ 


In his Economic Report, delivered to Congress 
on Jan, 28, the President also said: ‘‘Perhaps never 
before intheir history have the American people come 
closer to realizing the ideal of high and expanding em- 
ployment, without price inflation, than in 1953. But 
some sections of industry, notably farming, failed to 
participate in the widespread prosperity. The index 
of consumer prices inched a little higher in spite of 
some decline in food prices. And economic activity, 
taken as a whole, receded somewhat toward the close 
of the year,”’ 


LLAWMAKERS SPEAK OUT 


Meanwhile, on Capitol Hill, evidence of local 
economic difficulties began to appear in Congression- 
al speeches. On Jan, 18 Rep, Herman P, Eberharter 
(D Pa.) said: ‘‘Nomatter what youcall it---a rolling 
adjustment, or a healthy readjustment, or an orthodox 
recession---the fact of the matter is that the number 
of jobs in the Pittsburgh labor market area---the 
workshop of the world---has been declining steadily 
since the Eisenhower Administration came into 
power."’ 


On Feb. 5, Sen. James _E, Murray (D Mont.) 
said; ‘The copper mines of my home city of Butte 
have been placed on a five-day week and two mines 
have been closed entirely. Butte is a community 
almost entirely dependent on the full operation of its 
copper mines. This cutback in the workweek means 
a cut of approximately $500,000 a month in buying 
power. It is simple arithmetic to understand how 
quickly this will be felt by every merchant and busi- 
nessman in the city of Butte."’ 


On Feb, 8, Rep. Louis B, Heller (D N.Y.) said: 
‘‘For some time now I have been receiving a con- 
tinuous flow of letters from people employed in 
Brooklyn Navy Yard..,.complaining about the curtail- 
ment of work and the dismissal of employees...While 
the administration is still sitting back taking no 
measures to deal with this snowballing unemployment 
situation, the problem is assuming serious dimen- 
sions in our local communities.’’ 


ECONOMISTS TESTIFY 


At hearings held in mid-February by the Con- 
gressional Joint Committee on the Economic Report, 
economists offered their analyses. 


Dr. Edwin G. Nourse, economic consultant and 
former chairman of the Council of Economic Advis- 
ers, said: ‘‘The economic readjustment begun inthe 
latter part of 1953 is much more fundamental than 
mere inventory trimming...We do not have adequate 
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grounds for counting on a second or third quarter 
recovery....remedies against further downturn 
though impressive are as yet unproven and quite 
difficult of application...tax relief to consumers 
would be, broadly speaking, more efficacious inour 
present economic situation than relief to producers, 
and most efficacious if concentrated in the lower in- 
come brackets where spending pressure for neces- 
saries of life is greatest.’’ 


Prof. Alvin H, Hansen of Harvard thought 
‘plausible the widely held opinion that 1954 may see 
a moderate drop in the gross national product of 
around five per cent’’ and regarded it as ‘‘plausible 
to hope that a cumulative spiraling collapse of 
serious proportions is unlikely....Raising wages at 
this time tends to discourage full-scale employment 
at the same time that it buttresses consumer buying 
....Lowering prices facilitates the maintenance of 
volume sales, but at the same time tempts producers 
to curtail operations. Between this Scylla and 
Charybdis there is an open channel where costs of 
production are fully recouped and consumers’ in- 
comes are sufficient to command the whole output at 
prevailing prices. But a great deal of mismatching 
in this dual price-income structure has grown up in 
five years of inflationary boom and a great deal of 
revision will have to be worked out before the 
economy will be adjusted to changed and still chang- 
ing conditions and stabilized at high productivity for 
the brilliant future that should lie ahead.”’ 


GROUNDWORK FOR RECOVERY? 


Martin R, Gainsbrugh, chief economist of the 
National Industrial Conference Board, told the Com- 
mittee, ‘‘The business downtrend warrants the label 
of recession and not rolling readjustment, which some 
have applied to it.’’ He said the nation’s industrial 
output “‘is already nearly 7% per cent below its mid- 
year peak and may be off as much as nine or 10 per 
cent by the time the February figures are unveiled. 
If so, that index will have experienced as much con- 
traction as in the 1949-50 recession, andina shorter 
period of time.’’ While he regards the outlook for 
the last half of 1954 as ‘‘not necessarily serene,”’ 
Gainsbrugh thought ‘‘inventory adjustment coupled 
with tax relief, tax reform, an easier credit policy 
and the increasingly better values being offered.... 
are apparently laying the groundwork for recovery, 
if not expansion, in 1954.”’ 


Winfield W, Riefler, economist of the Federal 
Reserve Board, corroborated Gainsbrugh’s estimate 
of the extent of the decline, The Federal Reserve 
Board’s index of industrial production, he said, ‘‘has 
now probably declined about 10 per cent since last 
July....a proportion equal to the full decline in the 
1948-50 reaction.’’ While the decline ‘‘ reflects pri- 
marily anunbalanced inventory situation, it raises the 
possibility that it may in itself set forces in motion 





that will spread more widely over the economy. 
It is impossible to evaluate this possibility at the 
present time.’’ 


But former President Hoover, speaking on Wash- 
ington’s Birthday, said ‘‘ You can have high confidence 
that this is only a passing dip, a slump, a readjust- 
ment, or a recession, not a great depression....| 
should be regarded as an expert on these subjects. 
At least, I was credited with having constructed one 
all by myself, the entire world-wide depression which 
lasted in the United States for 10 years from 1931 to 
1941.”’ 


NOT LIKE 1930's 


Hoover said that ‘‘the combustible materials are 
not hereabouts to construct another conflagration 
like that of the decade of the thirties.’’ 


Democratic National Committee Chairman Ste- 
phen A, Mitchell said Feb, 22 he thought control of 
Congress will depend, next November, on how voters 
answer the question: ‘‘AmI better or worse off than 
I was in 1952?’’ 


Secretary of Labor James P, Mitchell said Feb. 
23, “‘We are not going from boom to bust.’’ The 
economy is ‘‘coming down from the artificially high 
peak made by war and inflation to a plateau and we 
are almost there....There may be a slight, but not 
significant, increase in unemployment for the next 
two months. Then for another few months we will 
rest at that level. This is partof a necessary read- 
justment that we could only postpone, not avoid.’”’ 


Arthur F, Burns, Chairman of the Council of 
Economic Advisers, said: ‘‘Forecasting will work 
occasionally, but.,...1 know of no way to deduce the 
future with certainty.’’ He added chat ‘‘there is ne 
sign of any decline in business investment spending, 
although consumer spending is lagging a bit,’’ 


Counting Jobs, Jobless 


In following the ‘‘downturn’’ debate, it is helpful 
to know how the figures on jobs and joblessness are 
put together, in order to be sure what is--and what 
is not--marked on the various thermometers which 
indicate the health of the economy, 


CENSUS’ ‘‘LABOR FORCE” 


There are two main sets of figures onthe number 
of people at work. One is put out by the Bureau of 
the Census in the Department of Commerce, This 
count is made through a sample survey of house- 
holds. In addition to workers on regular payrolls, 
it includes domestic servants, unpaid family workers, 
and the self-employed. Along with this estimate of 
employment, an estimate of unemployment is made. 


Together, the figures on employed and unemployed 
add up to a total which is called the civilian labor 
force, 


According to Census estimates, the labor force 
as of the end of 1953 contained some 300,000 fewer 
persons than the year before, in spite of normal 
growth which usually increases the number of avail- 
able workers by some 700,000 annually. Analysts 
believe that when the decline in jobs first made itself 
felt last year, quite a few of the people who lost their 
jobs did not look very hard for new ones, Some of 
them were women who had taken jobs under pressure 
of the post-Korean demand, Some were retired 
workers called back. Some were teen-agers who, as 
pressures declined, went back to school. Unless 
these people continued to look for work, they were no 
longer counted in the labor force, 


In the Douglas-Hauge debate, Sen. Douglas 
questioned whether ‘‘a serious mistake’’, in counting 
such people out of the labor force, might not be caus- 
ing the estimate of unemployment to be low by as 
many as a million persons. Dr. Hauge said it was the 
first time he had heard any one as responsible as the 
Senator suggest so large a figure. The President's 
Economic Report suggested 200,000 as the outside 
limit of error in the Census methods. 


SAMPLE EXPANDED 


At the same time, however, the Census was ex- 
panding the sample used in compiling this estimate. 
On Feb. 16, Secretary of Commerce Weeks announced 
that preliminary figures based on the new sample 
gave a figure of 3,087,000 unemplcyed for the week 
ending Jan. 9, That was 728,000 more than were 
counted under the old method. It should be noted that 
enlargement of the Census sample caused only a very 
slight change in the estimate of employment, The 
results of the old and the new sample, for the week 
ending Jan. 9, compare as follows: 


Old Sample 


New Sample 
Total non-institution- Fi as 
al population 14 yrs, 
old and older 
Civilian labor force 
Employed 59,778,000 

in agriculture 5,345,000 

in non-ag. industries 54,433,000 
Unemployed 2,359,000 
Not in labor force 50,149,000 
(not seeking work) 


115,738,000 
62,137,000 


115,738,000 
62,840,000 
59,753,000 

5,284,000 
54,469,000 
3,087,000 
49,447,000 


LABOR’S PAYROLL REPORT 
A second set of employment figures is issued by 


the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the Department of 
Labor, and is based on payroll reports. 
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This count, unlike that of the Census, contains 
only those on payrolls. On the other hand, it in- 
cludes duplication when the same man works a five- 
day week for the firm where he has his main employ- 
ment, and works Saturdays for some other business. 
The BLS figure for non-farm employment in January 
was 47,7 million, down 646,000 from January 1953. 


The following chart compares employment in 
1953 with the years of the recent past, the war-time 
peak, and 1939. 
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The big decline in payrolls has been in manu- 
facturing establishments. BLS figures show that the 
16.1 million workers employed in manufacturing in 
January were three quarters of a million fewer than 
were working at such jobs a year ago. Half of the 
lost jobs were concentrated in three industry groups, 
primary metals, machinery and textiles. The follow- 
ing chart compares employment in December 1952 
and 1953, showing where declines took place and 
where increased employment offset some of the de- 
creases. 
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In most major areas, the labor supply is now in 
either moderate or substantial surplus. The Bureau 
of Employment Security, on the basis of reports from 
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its affiliated state employment security agencies, 
issues a ‘‘Bimonthly Summary of Labor Market De- 
velopments in Major Areas”’ classifying 149 major 
areas. 


These areas are grouped as places of: I labor 
shortage; II balanced labor supply; III moderate labor 
surplus; IV substantial labor surplus (six percent un- 
employment), The number of areas in each classi- 
fication in January 1953 and 1954 were: 


Jan, 1954 Jan, 1953 
l 4 
49 67 
77 60 
22 18 


(On Feb, 24, the number of major areas in group 
IV was raised to 25.) 


The January report also noted that the number of 
smaller areas (many of them one-industry places) in 
group IV in January 1954 was 31 compared with 19 a 
year earlier, 


The Bureau of Employment Security alsoissues 
a set of figures on unemployment as reflected in 
claims for unemployment insurance by workers who 
have lost jobs in occupations covered by the various 
state unemployment insurance programs. These 
figures show which states are hardest hit. For the 
week ended Feb, 13 state insured unemployment was 
6 per cent of covered employment, with 2,178,400 
persons unemployed. Bureau of Employment Security 
maps, on page 273, show the state-by-state situation 
for the week ending Jan. 9, 1954, andthe correspond- 
ing week in January, 1950. 


FEWER HOURS WORKED 


In many factories, instead of layoffs, there has 
been a decline inhours worked. Testifying Feb, 5 
before Congress’ Joint Committee on the Economic 
Report, Commissioner of Labor Statistics Ewan 
Clague said, ‘‘The extent to which decreases in hours 
of work may have substituted for employment reduct- 
ions in recent months can be roughly gauged by trans- 
lating the changes in the workweek into employment 
equivalents. The decreases inthe workweek between 
December 1952 and December 1953 were the equiva- 
lent of about 400,000 jobs for factory production 
workers.”’ 


The changes in man-hours worked have varied 
widely by industries, as shown by the chart on page 
273. 


In his testimony Clague also said that as layoffs 
mount, people hang on to jobs they have, Between 
December, 1948 and December 1949, the quit rate 
dropped from 17 to nine per thousand employees; 
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during the subsequent recovery, it nearly doubled. 
In December 1953, the layoff rate was 25 per thous- 
and employees, nearly double the 1949-52 average. 
The quit-rate Clague reported, is down toa post-war 
low. A similar decline in absenteeism is likewise 
noticeable. 


Allen H, Sheahen, personnel director of the Tapco 
plant of Thompson Products, Inc. of Cleveland, 
recently said, ‘‘On one of our production lines the 
same number of workers are turning out LOper cent 
more work than they did a year ago, and throughout 
the shop we see less loafing now than ever before.’’ 
He said absenteeism was at a near-record low and 
labor turnover in the company was approaching the 
record low of one-quarter of one per cent set im 1949. 


INSURANCE CUSHION 


The state unemployment insurance laws passed 
during the 1930’s were intended to cushion unem- 
ployed workers by supplying payments equal to a con- 
siderable percentage of their normal earnings for a 
period of weeks, thereby sustaining their income and 
purchasing power while they tried to get new jobs. 


CHANGES IN MAN-HOURS FROM YEAR-AGO LEVELS 
VARY WIDELY AMONG INDUSTRIES 

















The reserve funds accumulated under these pro- 
grams, and with them the state's capacity to sus- 
tain payments, vary from state to state; also, the 
size of the payment to which the unemployed work- 
er is entitled. 


When these programs were set up, payments 
more nearly replaced the weekly wage of the unem- 
ployed worker than they do today. In 1940, average 
gross weekly earnings in manufacturing were $25.20. 
In December 1953 they were $71.78. 


Presem benefits for total unemployment range 
from minimums of $3 to $15 a week in the lowest 
paying group of states, to maximums of $20 to $35 
a week in the highest-paying group. (Some states 
provide additional allowances for dependents.) On 
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Feb. 3, Gov. G, Mennen Williams (D Mich.) told a CIO 
Legislative Conference in Lansing that the maximum 
state unemployment compensation payment, at $35 a 
week, runs about $40 a month below average direct 
relief payments, and that during December, some 100 
families had had to have their compensation pay- 
ments supplemented with relief aid. 


‘*This situation,’’ he said, ‘‘is contrary to the 
intent of the unemployment compensation law...Be- 
cause unemployment benefits have to be supplemented 
with welfare aid, the taxpayers of Michigan are 
having to assume 4 load which they decided, as a state 
policy, should be assumed by business. 


Rep. Richard Bolling (D Mo.) pointed up the 
difficulties of small, one-industry communities on 
Feb. 12, when he inserted into the Congressional 
Record a statement by Mayor Michael Micich of 
Charles City, lowa, to the Congressional Joint Com- 
mittee on the Economic Report. It read in part: 
‘After Jan. 4, the county auditor discussed with me 
the impending drain on the county poor fund. He in- 
formed me that by statute a 1% mill rate was allowed 
for the poor fund but by special permission from the 
state auditor an additional 3 mills could be levied. 
This meant 4% mills could be raised, or $147,000. 
His offhand estimate was that $200,000 was needed 
this year for this county relief, This meant $53,000 
had to be raised by the issuance of funding bonds. 
At present, seven per cent of the Floydcounty popu- 
lation received some form of county relief.” 





On Feb. 19, Secretary of Labor Mitchell an- 
nounced he had written all governors urging that 
state programs be strengthened, with uniform pro- 
vision of 26 weeks duration of payments; he noted 
that the Federal Advisory Council on Employment 
Security has recommended that the maximum weekly 
benefit should be equal to 60-67 per cent of the 
average weekly wage in the state. 


Union Reaction 


Union reaction to the current economic situation 
was expressed by the AFL Executive Council meeting 
at Miami, Fla., on Feb. 1: ‘‘It is just as dangerous 
to belittle the current recession from the peak of 
economic activity as it is to exaggerate its meaning... 
Our immediate concern is the rapid rise in unem- 
ployment during the last few months.,,.Both the level 
of unemployment and the rapidity of its rise call for 
remedial action. 


‘First of all there is need to remove the un- 
certainty about the requirements of national defense 
and mutual security confronting the nation in the near 
future. How great a reduction in the strength of the 
armed forces and when? How much reduction in 
defense production and defense-supporting activities 
and when? How large is the resulting gap in the 
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national income likely to be and how much of an in- 
crease in the civilian buying power will it take to 
fill it?’’ 


The Council proposed: 

1, Prompt increase in the minimum wage to 
$1.25 per hour, and extension of coverage 

2. Strengthening of the unemployment insurance 
system 

3. Increased educational, health and welfare 
facilities and natural resource development and con- 
servation 

4. Provision of federal grants and loans to 
states and municipalities for useful public works 

5. Aid for low and middle income housing, 
slum clearance, urban redevelopment 

6. When the budgetary situation permits, tax 
relief for those with taxable incomes under $2,000 

7. Mobilization of federal resources under the 
Employment Act of 1946. 


‘‘FAR BELOW TARGET”’ 


CIO president Walter Reuther Feb. 17 presented 
to the Joint Committee on the Economic Report a 
statement saying: ‘‘No matter how long we may be on 
confidence, we shall continue to get into economic 
difficulties so long as the people are short on pur- 
chasing power....The theory that spring and the robins 
will bring prosperity, and that if we look the other 
way the bothersome problem of unemployment will 
go away, is bothdangerous and unrealistic....Anyway 
we look at the employment and unemployment figures 
there were over one million fewer jobs this January 
than last. Add to this the fact that if our country 
had been making normal economic growth there would 
have been 700,000 more jobs this year than last, to 
absorb the young workers coming into the market, 
and you begin to have some real measure of how far 
below a full employment target we really have slipped. 


**The basic economic philosophy of this (the tax 
section of the President’s Economic) Report is clear 
and blunt. The way to help America economically is 
to pour it in on top, ‘unleash new incentives’ for big 
business and trust to the old trickle down theory.... 
if you want to turn this thing around you must see 
that major emphasis now must be placed on strength- 
ening consumption.”’ 


In addition to a tax program to strengthen basic 
consumption forces, Mr. Reuther urged action to: 

1, Raise the minimum wage 

2. Improve the unemployment compensation 
system 

3. Expand the housing program 

4. Improve social security 

5. Strengthen the farm program 

6. Re-establish the RFC or a similar agency to 
protect small and middle-sized business for econo- 
mic expansion 





7. In cooperation with states and local com- 
munities, initiate a well-planned system of public 
works, schools, hospitals, roads, etc. 


What Business Says 


Business proposals for government action have 
been largely confined to maintenance of a framework 
within which private enterprise can act. Harold C, 
McClellan, president of the National Association of 
Manufacturers, told the Joint Committee on the Eco- 
nomic Report on Feb. 19 that there would be no 
prospect of a serious downturn if the Administration: 


1. Continued its trend toward a balanced budget 

2. Cut spending 

3. Bolstered business incentives with a sound 
tax policy 

4. Assured business of a ‘‘climate favorable to 
expansion rather than restriction and uncertainty.”’ 


Business expenditures for plant and equipment, 
as indicated by a November survey, seem likely to be 
sustained in 1954 at somewhere close to the $27.8 
billion record rate of 1953. On Jan. 19, Harlow C, 
Curtice, president of General Motors, announced a 
billion-dollar expansion program, of which 60 per 
cent wil] be spent in 1954: ‘‘in physical and dollar 
terms,’’ he predicted, GM sales ‘‘should not be far 
from the high level attained in 1953,’’ when GM’s 
dollar sales topped $9 billion. 


Stock exchange quotations continue to reflect 
optimism; for the week ending Feb. 26 the Securities 
and Exchange Commission's composite index of 265 
common stocks stood at 203.5 as compared with 203.4 
for the week ending Feb. 28, 1953. Because com- 
panies are currently paying out only some 50-60 per 
cent of earnings, maintenance of dividends seems 
probable; the Adrainistration’s proposal to reduce 
taxes on dividends offers a prospect of additional in- 
come. The 90 stocks in Standard & Poor's average 
are selling to yield 5.65 per cent. 


DUN, BRADSTREET SURVEY 


Dun and Bradstreet’s quarterly survey of busi- 
ness expections is conducted through some 1,200 
firms that are queried as to whether, in the quarter 
ahead, they expect various aspects of their business 
to show an increase, no change, or a decrease. Its 
current findings indicate continued optimism, with 
the bulk of the firms expecting little change. Of those 
who do expect change, more look for increases than 
expect decreases: 


Per cent Sales _.__——«=--__Net Profits _ 
expecting: Ist Q Gnd Q istQ 2nd Q 


Selling Prices 
ist Q 2nd Q 

Increase 49 46 32 37 21 13 

No Change 32 32 47 42 65 68 

Decrease 19 22 21 21 14 19 
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Per cent Inventory Level No. of Employees 
expecting: Ist Q 2nd Q Ist Q 2nd Q 


Increase 26 20 13 ll 
No Change 47 47 80 80 
Decrease 27 33 7 a 


The volume of sales in retail stores in January, 
at about $13.8 billion, was off some $300 million 
from the total for November. Automobiles and ap- 
parel took most of the decline, The net increase in 
consumer credit in December, 1953, was only $221 
million as compared with $723 million the year be- 
fore. These are some of the figures supporting 
Arthur Burns’ statement that ‘‘consumer spending 
is lagging a bit.’’ 


On the other hand, while work hours in factories 
have declined, and overtime is rarer, the fact that 
average gross hourly earnings rose during 1953 
means that the take-home pay of the worker who has 
a full-time job averages higher now than a year ago. 
For 1953 as a whole, average gross weekly earnings 
were $71.55 as compared with $67.97 in 1952. Also, 
personal savings are high, being estimated at 7.3 
per cent of personal disposable income for 1953. 


President's Report 


In his Economic Report, sent to Congress on 
Jan, 28, President Eisenhower included a number of 
specific recommendations for revamping the unem- 
ployment insurance system. He said, ‘‘Unemploy- 
ment insurance is a valuable first line of defense 
against economic recession...payments can help to 
curb economic decline during an interval of time that 
allows other stabilizing measures to become effec- 
tive. But even as a first defense, the system needs 
reinforcement.'’ Suggested means of reinforcement: 


1. Increase coverage: At present, only about 36 
million workers are covered--government employ- 
ees, employees engaged in processing, storing and 
delivering agricultural commodities, and some 3.4 
million workers in establishments employing less 
than eight workers, now uncovered, are suggested 
for inclusion. 

2. Reduce from three years to one the period 
during which an employer can establish a good ex- 
perience rating and hence become eligible to pay re- 
duced contributions to the unemployment insurance 
funds of his state. 

3. Increase benefits ‘‘so that the payments to 
the great majority of the beneficiaries may equal 
at least half their regular earnings.’’ 

4. Extend the duration of benefits to a uniform 
26 weeks. 

5. Provide machinery for non-interest-bearing 
federal loans to states whose reserves prove insuf- 
ficient to sustain benefits. 
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At his press conference Feb. 17, Mr. Eisen- 
hower was asked to comment on the new Census 
figures on unemployment, and the fall in the Fed- 
eral Reserve index of production, 


USE OF FEDERAL POWERS 


He replied: For the last several weeks all of 
us had been alert to this day-by-day and trying to 
make certain that there was no move neglected on 
the part of the government that could be helpful 
to make sure that we didn’t have any real recession; 
and he would tell them this: So far as using the 
powers of the government were concerned, why, we 
were using them gradually now. If this thing would 
develop so that it looked like we were going into 
anything major, he wouldn’t hesitate one second to 
use every. single thing that this government could 
bring to bear to stop any such Catastrophe in this 
country. He had said that often, and he said it 
again; but you also didn't want to throw the govern- 
ment wildly out into all sorts of actions, lashing 
around everywhere until you knew what you were 
doing. It was a very dangerous move, he should say. 


In answer to a further question regarding tax re- 
lief for consumers, Mr. Eisenhower replied: He 
would think that March ought to be sort of the key 
month. March was a month when, he was told, 
employment began normally to pick up, and you had 
a definite upturn in the curve. Now if that weren’t 
true, he would say then we would have a very definite 
warning that would call for the institution of a num- 
ber of measures. 


COMMITTEE CONCLUSION 


On Feb. 26, the Joint Committee on the Econo- 
mic Report issued its comment on the President's 
recommendations, and its proposals for action to 
promote the ‘‘maximum employment, production and 
purchasing power’’ endorsed by the Employment Act 
of 1946, General agreement with the President's 
Report was indicated, and for the first time in its 
eight years of operation the Committee could report 
bipartisan agreement among its 14-man membership 
on the President’s main recommendations, though a 
minority declared that these do not go far enough. 
“The committee as a whole is confident’’ the Report 
noted, ‘‘that any serious further recession can be 
avoided.’’ (For details of the Committee study, see 
CQ Committee Roundup in this issue of the Weekly 
Report.) 


The Committee observed that the present decline 
may be more serious than that of 1949; that present 
unemployment may be lower than shown by current 
statistics. Members held that tax reductions beyond 
those envisaged in the President's program, and in- 
creased federal public works spending and assist- 
ance to state and local governments in their projects 
may be necessary. 
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Bills In Congress 


Bills proposing government action on the employment-and-unem- 
ployment situation, introduced so far during this Congress, include: 
Committee 


Bill Sponsor Provisions 


BILLS AFFECTING EMPLOYMENT 
Public Works 


Committee of 
both houses 


8 2913 
2/8/54 
HR 7766 
2/8/54 
HR 7866 
2/12/54 


Establish a public 
works program 


Douglas 
(D Ii.) 
Bolling 
(D Mo.) 
Rhodes 
(D Pa.) 


HR 2723 
2/6/53 


Kearns 
(R Pa.) 


Exempt from corporate House Educa- 
income tax corpora- tion & Labor 
tions having employ- 

ment guarantee plans 


House Armed 
Services 


HR 513 
1/3/53 


Establish priority 

of areas suffering 
distress due to un- 
employment in awarding 
military procurement 
contracts 

Similar to above 

but concerns public 
contracts 

Similar to above 

but concerns all 
government contracts 


HR 510 Lane 
1/3/53 (D Mass.) 


House Judiciary 


House Educa- 
tion & Labor 


HR 2269 Hyde 
1/29/53 (R Md.) 


BILLS TO AID UNEMPLOYED 


Authorize federal 
government to supple- 
mem state unemploy- 
ment compensation 
funds in distress areas 
with labor surplus 


HR 511 Lane 
1/3/53 (D Mass.) 
HR 7739 Lane 
2/4/54 (D Mass.) 


House Ways 
& Means 


House Ways 
& Means 


Increase benefits 

and extends coverage 
of unemployment pro- 
visions of the Social 
Security Act 


AR 999 
1/6/53 


Celler 
(D N.Y.) 


HR 5303 Utt 
5/20/53 (R Calif.) 


House Ways 
& Means 


Extend state unem- 
ployment compensa- 
tion benefits to seamen 
oa U.S. operated vessels 


S$ 2530 

17/30/53 
HR 6537 
1/27/53 
HR 6539 
1/27/53 
HR 7054 
1/17/54 


8 3044 
3/1/54 


Extend unemployment Senate Finance 
compensation provi- and 

sions of the Social House Ways 
Security Act to federal & Means 
employees 


Douglas 
(D 1.) 
Forand 
(D R.L.) 
Mason 
(R Til.) 
Dingell 
(D Mich.) 


Hill (D Ala.) 
Clements (D Ky.) 
Fulbright (D Ark.) 
Morse (I Ore.) 


Provide adequate diets Senate Agricul- 
for unemployed and ture & Forestry 
their families in dis- 

tress areas of unem- 

ployment 


Unemployment By States 


The table on page 277 shows unemployment as a percentage of em- 
ployment in occupations covered under state employment programs, for 
certain weeks during 1953 and 1954. The figures are compiled by the 
Division of Reports and Analysis of the Bureau of Employment Security, 
U.S. Department of Labor. The unemployment figures are derived from 
claims entered by workers in covered employment. The employment 
figures are the average monthly covered employment for the most 
recent 12-month period for which data are available. 
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District of Columbia 


Florida 
Georgia 


Idaho 
New Hampshire 


New Jersey 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 


Massachusetts 
Ohio 


Michigan 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 


Montana 
New Mexico 


Alabama 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Tllinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansds 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Minnesota 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New York 
Utah 
Vermont 


Virginia 
West Virginia 


Wisconsin 
Wyoming 


South Carolina 
TOTAL 


South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 


Washington 


Oklahoma 
Oregon 


SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Employment Security, Division of Reports and Analysis. 
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pressures on 


congress 





LOBBYIST REGISTRATIONS 


Former Sen. James P. Kem (R Mo.) (1947-1952), 
representing T. H. Mastin & Company of Kansas City, 
Mo., and eight registrants representing organized labor, 
were among 22 registrants filing Feb. 23-March 1 under 
the Federal Regulation of Lobbying Act. 


ELIZABETH WICKENDEN, 544 East 86th St., New York 
28,N. Y. 


Elizabeth Wickenden registered March 1 as an agent 
for the American Association of Social Workers, 1 Park 
Ave., New York 16, N. Y. The registrant stated that 
she was interested in ‘‘Social Security and related Wel- 
fare legislation, including HR 7199,’’ a bill to extend 
coverage under the old-age and survivors insurance 
program. 





The registrant, who registered in 1947 as an agent 
for the American Public Welfare Association, said her 
compensation would be ‘‘$50 a day when actually em- 
ployed on this assignment.’’ 


J. L. NELLIS, Colorado Building, Washington 5, D.C. 


J. L. Nellis, an attorney, registered March 1 as an 
agent for the Midwest Conference on Truck Reciprocity, 
908 Colorado Building, Washington 5,D.C. Nellis 
stated that he was interested in legislation ‘‘affecting 
reciprocity between states for interstate motor carriers, 
including the Ayres resolution (H Res 407),"’ by Rep. 
William H. Ayres (R Ohio). It would authorize the House 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce C ommittee to investi- 
gate barriers to interstate highway commerce resulting 
from unilateral state action. 








Nellis told CQ that actions, such as that taken by 
Ohio in its ‘‘axle-mile tax law,’’ threaten to breakdown 
reciprocity in interstate commerce. Remedial federal 
legislation, Nellis said, is necessary to prevent a chain 
reaction of retaliatory state legislation. 


Nellis listed his fees and expenses as ‘‘ approximate- 
ly $800 per month.’ 


PAUL I, MILLER, 104C St., N.E., Washington 2, D.C. 


Paul I. Miller registered March 1 as an agent for the 
Friends Committee on National Legislation, 104 C St,, 
N.E,, Washington 2,D.C. Miller said in his registration 
that the committee was doing ‘‘educational-legislative 
work in Washington and among members of the Society 
of Friends (a religious body) throughout the country.”’ 





Miller listed as his ‘‘specific legislative interest: 
the Report of the Randall Commission; the special sub- 
committee on the (United Nations) charter revision; ap- 
propriations for technical assistance, for the United 
Nations Children’s Fund, UNESCO and other UN appropri- 
ations; and proposals to change the definition of treason 
-- HJ Res 8 and HJ Res 45.”’ 
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Miller estimated his expenses would be $100 per 
quarter and would include travel, food, lodging and tele~ 
phone. He said his rate of compensation was $333,33 
per month. 


FLOYD E. JACOBS, Commerce Building, Kansas City 6, 
Mo. 


Floyd E. Jacobs, an attorney, registered Feb. 26 
as an agent for T. H. Mastin & Co., 1907 Grand Ave., 
Kansas City, Mo. 





Jacobs said in his registration that he is interested 
in ‘‘sections of the 1954 Revenue Bill affecting taxation 
of partnerships.’’ (For action taken by the House Ways 
and Means Committee on the drafting of a general reve- 
nue revision bill for 1954, see CQ Weekly Report, page 
253.) 


Only travel expenses were anticipated, Jacobs said. 
JAMES P. KEM, 1625 K St., N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 
Former Sen. James P. Kem (R Mo.) (1947 - 1952) 


registered Feb. 26 as an agent for T. H. Mastin & Co., 
1907 Grand Ave., Kansas City, Mo. 





Kem said on his registration that he was interested 
in ‘‘sections of the 1954 Revenue Bill affecting taxation 
of partnerships.’’ (See CQ Weekiy Report, page 253.) 


The former Senator registered Jan. 13 as an agent 
for the estate of Mary Clark deBrabant and Katherine C. 
Williams, New York, N.Y. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 82.) 
During 1953 Kem represented the American Merchant 
Marine Institute, Inc., the American Metal Company, 
New York, N.Y., the Texas Gulf Sulphur Company, 
Houston, Texas, ard the Washington Gas Light Company, 
Washington, D.C. (CQ Almanac, Vol. IX, 1953, pp. 585, 
586 and 592.) 


JOHN MINADEO, 10 Independence Ave., S.W., Washing- 
ton 24,D.C. 


John Minadeo, grand lodge deputy of the Brotherhood 
of Railway Carmen of America (AFL), 4929 Main St., 
Kansas City 12, Mo., registered as an agent for the 
brotherhood on Feb. 26. 





Minadeo stated that he was interested in HR 7840 and 
S 2930, bills amending the Railroad Retirement Act. 


JAMES B. MADARIS, 10 Independence Ave., 8S.W., Wash- 
ington 24, D. C., Room 412. 


James B. Madaris, a grand lodge deputy, registered 
Feb. 26 as an agent for the Brotherhood of Railway Car- 
men of America (AFL), 4929 Main St., Kansas City, Mo. 
Madaris, who registered as an agent for the Brotherhood 
in 1947, stated that he is interested in HR 7840 and S 2930 
(see above). 











POOLE, SHROYER & DENBO, 1625 K St., N.W., 
Washington 6, D.C. 


The law firm of Poole, Shroyer & Denbo registered 
Feb. 26 as an agent for the American Metal Company, 
Limited, 61 Broadway, New York, N. Y. The lawyers 
described their employer as an ‘“‘importer of lead, zinc 
and other metals.’’ They stated that they were interest- 
ed in ‘‘any legislation directly affecting the lead or 
zinc industry.’’ 





They said their ‘‘rate of compensation is indefinite’’ 
and that anticipated expenses would consist of telephone, 
telegram, taxi and general office expenses. 


Rufus G. Poole, a member of the law firm, regist- 
ered as an agent for the Retail Shoe Committee for 
Equitable Taxation in 1951 and for S. H. Kress & Com- 
pany, J. J. Newberry Company, the National Automobile 
Dealers Association and five other firms in 1949. 


NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF SHIPPERS AND RECEIV- 
ERS, 100 West 31st St., New York 1, N. Y. 


The National Committee of Shippers and Receivers 
filed Feb. 26. The committee stated that it was in- 
terested in “Sec. 402 (c) of the Interstate Commerce 
Act.’’ This section concerns ‘‘the promotion of ade- 
quate, economical, and efficient service by air carriers 
at reasonable charges, without unjust discriminations, 
undue preferences or advantages, or unfair or destruct- 
ive competitive practices.’’ 


HENRY P. SCHMIDT, 10 Independence Ave., S.W., 
Washington 24,D.C. 


Henry P. Schmidt registered Feb. 26 as an agent 
for the Brotherhood of Railway & Steamship Clerks, 
Freight Handlers, Express & Station Employees (AFL), 
1015 Vine St., Cincinnati 2, Ohio. 








Schmidt said in his registration that he was ‘‘in- 
terested in all legislation affecting labor -- especially 
railroad labor .’’ 


Schmidt registered for the same brotherhood in 
1948, 1950 and 1952-53. 


ELEANOR M. HADLEY, 1825 Jefferson Place, N.W., 
Washington 6,D.C. 


Eleanor M. Hadley registered Feb. 25 as an agent 
for the American Association of Social Workers, 1 Park 
Ave., New York 16, N. Y. Miss Hadley said in her regis- 
tration that she is interested in HR 7199, a bill to amend 
the Social Security Act and the Internal Revenue Code to 
extend coverage, increase benefits, preserve the in- 
surance rights, and increase the amount of earnings 
permitted without loss of benefits, and HR 7200, a bill 
to amend the Social Security Act to provide for a more 
effective distribution of federal funds. 





Miss Hadley also said she was interested in legis- 
lation dealing with unemployment compensation, mental 
health, hospital construction, medical research, medical 
care of dependents of service people, and housing. She 
liste“ her salary at $7,000. 


In 1953, Miss Hadley registered as an agent for the 
National Consumers League (CQ Almanac, Vol. XX, 1953, 
p. 598.) 


NOBLE J, SWEARINGEN, 1790 Broadway, New York 19, 
N, Y. 


Noble J. Swearingen registered Feb. 25 as an agent 
for the National Tuberculosis Association, 1790 Broad- 
way, New York 19, N. Y., a ‘‘voluntary, non-profit health 
association.’’ 





Swearingen said in his registration that one of the 
association’s objectives was to ‘‘disseminate knowledge 
concerning the cause, treatment and prevention of 
tuberculosis and related health problems.’’ 


The registrant said that about half of his total duties 
with the association are taken up with ‘‘activities pur- 
suant to federal legislation’’ and that his rate of com- 
pensation for this work is $3,633 annually. He said he 
is reimbursed only for expense of travel to and from 
Washington, and maintenance there. 


P. L. SHACKELFORD, 10 Independence Ave., S. W., 
Washington 24, D.C. Room 413 


P. L. Shackelford registered Feb. 25 as an agent 
for the Sheet Metal Workers’ International Association, 
(AFL) Transportation Building, Washington, D. C. 
Shackelford, who registered for the association in 1948, 
said in his registration that he is interested in HR 7840 
and § 2930, bills amending the Railroad Retirement Act. 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 223.) 





ANDREW E. RICE, 1751 New Hampshire Ave., N. W. 
Washington 9, D.C. 


Veterans Committee, 1751 New Hampshire Ave., N. W. 
Washington 9, D.C., registered Feb. 25 as an agent for 
the committee. Rice said in his application that AVC 
‘is concerned with legislation affecting the general wel- 
fare, especiaily in the fields of international affairs, 
civil rights and liberttes and veterans benefits.’’ 


Andrew E. Rice, executive director of the American 





Rice said he expected ‘‘no direct expenses (except 
nominal telephone and travel)’’ and that he received 
$7,200 annual compensation but that ‘‘only a part of my 
time is to be devoted to legislative interests.’’ 


AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE, Inc., 1751 New 
Hampshire Ave., N.W., Washington 9,D.C. 


The American Veterans Committee, Inc., filed Feb. 
25. The committee said in its registration that it is 
‘‘concerned with legislation affecting the general welfare, 
especially in the fields of international affairs, civil 
rights and liberties, and veterans benefits.’’ 


AVC said that ‘‘only a portion of our budget is used 
for direct legislative purposes...perhaps $3,500 per year 
might be so allocated, almost wholly for salaries of 
personnel.’’ 
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BENJAMIN E. BOWDEN, 10 Independence Ave., S. W., 
Washington 24,D.C. 


Benjamin E. Bowden, acting legislative representa- 
tive of the American Train Dispatchers Association (Ind.), 
10 East Huron St., Chicago, Ill., registered Feb. 25 as 
an agent for the association. Bowden said on his regis- 
tration that he is interested in ‘‘S 2930 and HR 7840, 
identical bills to amend the Railroad Retirement Act... 
also HR 356 to amend the same Act...and all legislation 
concerning railway employees.’’ (CQ Weekly Report, 

p. 223.) 





Bowden registered in 1948 as an agent for the 
same associatton. 


HUGH 8. WILLIAMSON, 1621 K St., N.W., Washington 6, 
D.C, 


Hugh S. Williamson, an attorney, registered Feb. 
25 as an agent for the Associatton of American Ship 
Owners, 90 Broad St., New York 4, N. ¥Y. Williamson 
stated he ‘‘is employed as vice president in the Wash- 
ington office (of the Association) and is not employed to 
support or oppose any specific iegislation.’’ 





He said he was unable to state what the nature and 
amount of his anticipated expenses would be but that he 
expects to receive reimbursement for actual expenses. 
He estimated that the portion of his compensation to be 
received for the ‘furtherance of any object necessitating 
registration’’ under the Lobbying Law would be less than 
$5,000 yearly. 


C. R. BROWN, 10 Independence Ave,, S. W., Washington 
24, D.C. 


C.R. Brown registered Feb. 25 as an agent for the 
Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employees (AFL), 
12050 Woodward Ave., Detroit 3, Mich. Brown said he is 
interested in ‘‘HR 7840 and S 2930, identical bills to 
amend the Railroad Retirement Act...also HR 356 to 
amend the same Act...and all bills affecting railway labor 
and labor in general.’’ 





Brown registered for the same Brotherhood in 1950 
and 1953. 


JAY TAYLOR, 712 First National Bank Building, Amarillo, 
Texas 


Jay Taylor, president of the American National 
Cattlemen's Association, 516 Cooper Building, Denver 2, 
Colo. registered Feb. 25 as an agent for the Association. 
He said ir his registration that he is interested in ‘‘legis- 
lation affecting the cattle industry.’’ Taylor said he will 
receive ‘‘no compensation’’ and will be reimbursed only 
for ‘‘actual expenses incurred in connection with activi- 
ties in behalf of the Association, part applying to legisla- 
tive matters."’ 








J. TAYLOR SOOP, Room 413, 10 Independence Ave., S.W., 
Washington 24, D.C. 


J. Taylor Soop, international representative of the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (AFL), 
330 South Wells St., Chicago, [ll., registered Feb. 25 as 
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an agent for the Brotherhood. He said in his registra- 
tion that he was interested in HR 7840 and S 2930, bills 
amending the Railroad Retirement Act. 


CARL K. SMITH, Room 413, Independence Ave., S. W., 
WASHINGTON 24,D.C. 


Car! K. Smith registered Feb. 25 as an agent for 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
(AFL), 330 South Wells St., Chicago, Ill. Smith said he 
was kn international representative for the Brotherhood. 
He listed his legislative interests as HR 7840 and S 2930, 
bills to amend the Railroad Retirement Act. 





WORLD PEACE PLAN, Wheaton, Minn. 


Albert S. Falk of Wheaton, Minn., director of the 
World Peace Plan, registered Feb. 23 for the 
plan. He said in his registration that he ‘‘expects to 
lobby for no smoking in buses of transportation’’ and for 
‘‘America’s greatest plan for world peace.’’ Falk ex- 
plained that by applying ‘‘a two per cent federal tax on 
all transactions in the United States, and a small income 
tax, enough money would be taken in to pay back’’ all 
U.S. adults of 21 years and older from $60 to $100 a 
month ‘‘in addition to’’ other income. 


Falk, who registered for himself in 1950, claims 
his plan will ‘‘eliminate poverty’’ and can ‘‘be adopted in 
other countries.”’ 


PRESSURE POINTS 
““SOCIALIZED”’ MEDICINE ? 


Harvey V. Higley, Veterans’ Administration Ad- 
ministrator, told the American Legion’s Rehabilitation 
Conference March 2, that the American Medical Asso- 
ciation has not offered anything precise in the way of an 
alternate program in its criticism of the provision of 
free medical care for veterans whose disabilities are 
not service-connected. 


Higley said it appears that the AMA wants ‘‘to take 
ovez the whole program”’ but because the AMA lacks the 
funds and the hospitals it would have to go to the govern- 
ment for help. Higley indicated that he believed social- 
ized medicine would be the result. 


FARM HOUSING 


The Institute of Farm Brokers of the National Asso- 
ciation of Real Estate Boards Feb. 22 urged Congress 
to amend the legislation called for in President Eisen- 
hower’s Jan. 25 housing message so as to include ‘‘the 
rural family who gets no assistance whatsoever’’ from 
existing housing programs.‘‘Sauce for the urban goose 
should also be sauce for the rural gander,’’ the Institute 
said. 


The Institute urged legislation to ‘‘ppovide for FHA 
or some other government agency to subsidize rural 
home building’’ to the extent of paying lending agencies an 
additional one or two per cent interest above the regular 
interest rate charged the borrower. 





Job: To Crystallize Opinion 


NATIONAL TRADE POLICY COMMITTEE 


“Congress is currently facing an issue of grave im- 
portance to the nation -- adoption of a new trade policy. 
We intend to do everything in our power to insure that 
this policy will be commensurate with America’s national 
interest and international responsibilities.’’ 


These words come from John H, Ferguson, vice 
president and executive director of the Committee for a 
National Trade Policy, Inc., which is active in the fight 
for renewal of the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act. 


Ferguson, a Washington iawyer who formerly worked 
for the State Department, told CQ March | his group ex- 
pects to be increasingly busy in coming weeks, cooperat- 
ing with varied business, labor, farm and civic interests 
seeking renewal of the Act. 


Industry, agriculture and labor are divided on the 
reciprocal trade issue according to their interests. As 
an example: In the electrical industry, producing com- 
panies favor an import quota, while exporting companies 
oppose it. In general, more foreign competition and fear 
of a recession apparently have spurred most groups fa- 
voring protection to increased activity. 


ORGANIZATIONS SPLIT 


Powerful interests are to be found on both sides of 
the trade fence within many national organizations -- 
among them, the National Association of Manufacturers, 
the Chamber of Commerce of the U.S,, National Foreign 
Trade Council, the Congress of Industrial Organizations 
and the American Federation of Labor. 


Most of these groups, however, have officially gone 
on record in favor of reciprocal trade. Ferguson's 
committee wants to develop cohesion among like-minded 
groups so they can make their influence felt in Congress. 


“‘Public opinion polls show increasing popular sup- 
port for the reciprocal trade idea,’’ Ferguson said, ‘‘It’s 
our job to help crystallize this opinion, so it can be felt 
more effectively.”’ 


Ferguson said the Committee got its start ‘‘during 
last year’s bitter debate over reciprocal trade. A hand- 
ful of businessmen -- notably Harry A, Bullis, chairman 
of General Mills; John J. McCloy, former U.S, High 
Commissioner for Germany and now chairman of Chase 
National Bank; and Ralph I, Straus, director of R. H. 
Macy & Co. -- became worried over the apparently 
growing strength of high-tariff forces. They decided to 
form a group to coalesce reciprocal-trade support, and 
make it more vocal in Congress."’ 


The Committee officially opened shop last September. 
Charles P, Taft, Cincinnati lawyer and brother of the 
late Senator, was named president. Ferguson was ap- 
pointed director of the Washington office. Assisting him 
on legislative matters is Mrs. Rachel Bell, wife of George 
Bell, former U.S. economic attache to France. Mrs. 
Bell has been active for years in the trade field. 


Committee officers include: Chairman, John S, Cole- 
man, president of Burroughs Corp.; vice-chairmen, Bullis 
and Charles H, Percy, head of Bell & Howell Co.; direc- 
tors (to name only a few), Charles P. Taft; Straus; 
William L, Batt, Philadelphia business executive who 
served as vice-chairman of the War Production Board; 
and Joseph P, Spang, Jr., head of the Gillette Co. 


Among the Committee’s advisers are Richard L. 
Bowditch, president, Chamber of Commerce of the U.S,; 
William L, Clayton, cotton broker and ex-Undersecretary 
of State; Allan B. Kline, head of the American Farm 
Bureau Federation; George Meany, president of the Amer - 
ican Federation of Labor; and Walter Reuther, president 
of the Congress of Industrial Organizations. 


BACK RANDALL REPORT 


Also supporting the Committee's work are dozens 
of other top national organizations, including the National 
Grange, National Farmers Union, National Council of 
American Importers, American Veterans of World War Il, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the Railway Labor Exec- 
utives Association. 


The basic philosophy of these various groups was 
summed up by Coleman last January in a speech at 
Southern Methodist University: 


“An expanding international economy, a competitive 
use of resources and a strong alliance of free nations, 
will alone answer the needs of the times, Trade is 
decisive in forging bonds between men and nations. 
High tariffs, favored by a relatively few special in- 
terests, defeat these objectives and prevent America 
from fully exercising its position of world leadership.”’ 


Says Ferguson: ‘‘We’re not a ‘free trade’ group. A 
liberal trade policy isn’t a cure-all, But it will take 
us in the right direction,"’ 


In line with this viewpoint, Committee officials are 
supporting the recent recommendations of the Randall 
Commission. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 136.) 


“SELLING’’ THEIR VIEW 


The group is trying to ‘‘sell’’ this stand in several 
different ways. Its directors are attempting to stir up 
support of reciprocal trade in their home areas. In 
addition, many are making speeches on the subject across 
the nation, 


Local chapters of some of the Committee's allied 
organizations are conducting Foreign Trade Fairs, which 
include exhibits, speeches, posters and playing of record- 
ings and are undertaking other educational campaigns. 


The Committee's research staff is developing special 
reports stressing the necessity for considering tariff re- 
duction on the basis of national, rather than special in- 
terests. These are mailed to Congressmen and other 
national leaders. 
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Ka (FEB. 26 - MARCH 4) floor action 





BRICKER AMENDMENT 


The Senate Feb, 26 rejected, on a 60-31 roll-call 
vote, Sen. Walter F. George’s (D Ga.) substitute version 
of § J Res 1, Sen. John W. Bricker’s (R Ohio) proposed 
Constitutional amendment to curb the President’s and 
Senate’s power to make and implement treaties and 
other international agreements. (CQ Weekly Report, 
pp. 246-47.) 





4 


The combined George and Bricker forces fell one 
vote shy of the two-thirds majority -- 61 -- of the votes 
cast needed to propose a Constitutional amendment to 
the states. Earlier, on a roll-call vote substituting the 
George version for the Judiciary Committee substitute 
as amended on the floor, the Senate supported George, 
61-30. (For roll-call voting, see chart, p. 285.) 


Pending before the Senate was a motion by Sen. 
Alton A. Lennon (D N.C.) to reconsider the final roll 
call vote (see page 283.) 


PROVISIONS 


As modified by George Feb. 25, his substitute ver- 
sion of SJ Res 1 would have provided that: 


A provision of a treaty or other international agree- 
ment in conflict with the Constitution shall be of no force 
or effect 

A non-treaty agreement shall take no effect as in- 
ternal law unless implemented by Congressional action 

Senate consent to ratification of treaties shall be by 
roll-call votes 

The amendment shall be inoperative unless ratified 
by three-fourths of the states within seven years of sub- 
mission. 


George added the last two provisions to his amend- 
ment Feb. 25. 


As the Feb. 26 debate began, Majority Leader 
William F. Knowland (R Calif.) asked unanimous consent 
to fix a deadline for the first vote on the george substi- 
tute for 4 p.m. Sen. William Langer (R N.D.) objected 
because he planned to speak on Knowland’s criticism of 


the seniority system. (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 262.) 


CAMPAIGN ISSUE ? 


As debate -- which began formally Jan. 27 -- con- 
tinued on legal issues, Bricker warned: ‘‘If the (treaty 
power) issue is not solved satisfactorily, it will be in 
every campaign in every Congressional district and in 
every Senatorial campaign in every State of the Union, 
and it should be there.’”’ 


George said: ‘‘Mark my words, now, gentlemen; you 
are going to submit a constitutional amendment, and it is 
going to go to the states for their consideration. You 
will do it now, or you will do it later.”’ 


The first vote on the George measure substituted it 
for the Republican leadership’s amendments -- sponsored 
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by Sens. Homer Ferguson (R Mich.), Leverett Salton- 
stall (R Mass.), Eugene D. Millikin (R Colo.), and Know- 
land -- which were acceptable to the Administration. 
(CQ Weekly Report, pp. 215-16.) By voice vote, the 
Senate then agreed to the Committee amendment as 
amended by the George substitute. 











Sen. Estes Kefauver (D Tenn.) called up his sub- 
stitute, in the form of a resolution affirming Congress- 
ional policy and changing voting rules, rather than as a 
Constitutional amendment. (CQ Weekly Report, pp. 86, 
155.) The amendment was rejected by voice vote. 





Before the final vote, Knowland left the majority 
leader’s desk -- explaining that he wanted to emphasize 
that he was speaking as an individual, not as the Ad- 
ministration’s representative -- to announce that he 
would reverse his earlier vote and vote for the George 
measure. He said he had voted against George’s ver - 
sion in the hope that the final choice would be on the 
leadership’s amendments. Since that hope had not been 
fulfilled, he said, he wanted to send an amendment to 
the House, which ‘‘can improve upon”’ it. Knowland 
said that, ‘‘so far as I know, the President...has not 
changed his view’’ that only the GOP leadership’s 
amendments were “‘acceptable.”’ 


Ferguson, splitting from Knowland, rejected a 
choice ‘‘between evils,’’ declaring that ‘‘this great body 
can do a better job...”’ 


On the final vote, Knowland and Millikin voted 
“‘yea,’’ while Ferguson and Saltonstall voted ‘‘nay,’’ as 
they had on the first George amendment roll call. Five 
besides Knowland and Millikin switched: From ‘‘nay’’ 
to ‘“‘yea,’’ Robert C. Hendrickson (R N.J.); from‘‘yea”’ to 
‘“‘nay,’’ Ralph E. Flanders (R Vt.), Lister Hill (D Ala.), 
Henry M. Jackson (D Wash.), and Warren GC. Magnuson 
(D Wash.). 











Feb. 25, Magnuson withdrew his amendment, offered 
Feb. 16, to require roll-call votes on agreements as 
well as treaties. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 216.) 


All except five Senators voted on the final roll call, 
and three of the five indicated stands by pairing. Lennon 
and Pat McCarran (D Nev.) teamed to pair for passage 
against James E. Murray (D Mont.), who opposed passage. 
Sen. Styles Bridges (R N.H.), one of the 64 who sponsored 
the Bricker amendment in 1953, and Stuart Symington (D 
Mo.), are abroad. Symington was not a Bricker amend- 
ment sponsor. 





AMENDMENT AGREED TO 


Walter F. George (D Ga.) -- Nullify treaties and 
agreements in conflict with Constitution; suspend inter- 
nal effects of agreements pending Congressional im- 
plementation; require roll-call votes on Senate consent 
to ratification of treaties. Roll ca]l, 61-30. 








AMENDMENT REJECTED 


Estes Kefauver (D Tenn.) and 11 co-sponsors -- 
Express sentiment of Senate that: Constitution is su- 
perior to treaties and agreements; subsequent acts of 
Congress may nullify internal effects of treaties and 
agreements; courts have power and duty to invalidate 
treaty or agreement in conflict with Constitution; U.S. 
retains all attributes of sovereignty incident to making 
treaties and agreements. Affirm Senate’s right to de- 
clare a treaty non-self-executing as internal law. Re- 
quire roll-call votes on Senate consent to ratification of 
treaties, and on Senate and House proposal of C onstitu- 
tional amendments. 





Reconsideration 


Sen. Lennon who was paired for S J Res 1 on the 
final roll call March 2 filed a motion to reconsider the 
vote. He said he planned to discuss with the majority and 
minority leaders the best time to call up the motion. A 
motion to reconsider would require a majority vote. 


George said he would modify his measure, if the 
parliamentary position permitted, to answer some cri- 
ticisms from the floor. He would require a two-thirds 
vote in the Senate before a non-treaty agreement could 
take effect as internal law. As rejected by the Senate, 
George’s amendment would have required a simple 
majority in both houses. 


George expressed doubt about whether he could 
modify his measure. If the Senate should adopt S J Res 1 
in its current form, he said, he would try to get the 
House to revise it. If this move should fail, he continued, 
he would introduce a separate resolution to accomplish 
his purpose. 


The Senate Parliamentarian’s office told CQ that 
George could not modify his amendment without unani- 
mous consent, since the yeas-and- nays had beenordered, 
nor could the Senate amend his measure because such 
amendments would be ia the third degree. However, it 
would be possible for the Senate to add new sections at the 
end or to vote for a substitute. 


To accomplish this, the Senate would have to recon- 
sider the voice vote by which the George amendment was 
read for the third time and engrossed. This would re- 
turn the situation to its status after the first 61-30 roll 
call, by which the Senate merely agreed to the George 
substitute. At that point, the George substitute had not 
officially assumed the label ‘‘S J Res 1.”’ 


STATE-JUSTICE-COMMERCE 


The House March 3 began debate on the State-Justice- 
Commerce Departments Appropriation bill (HR 8067) for 
fisca! 1955. The House Appropriations Committee had 
recommended $1,146,988 ,000 for the three departments 
and the U.S. Information Agency (CQ Weekly Report, pp. 
253-4.) 


A floor fight developed over funds for payment of 
government subsidies to air carriers. President Eisen- 
hower requested $73 million for this item. In its Feb. 
25 report, the House Committee recommended only $23 


million pending redetermination of subsidy formulas 
as a result of a recent Suppeme Court ruling. 


But Rep. Cliff Clevenger (R Ohio) told the House 
the Committee later agreed to propose a $40 million 
appropriation, instead of $23 million, for the subsidy 
payments. Rep. John J. Rooney (D N.Y.) called the ad- 
ditional $17 million ‘‘give-away money to the big air- 
lines.’’ The House tentatively adopted the amendment 
on an 86-40 standing vote, but Rooney served notice he 
would ask for a separate vote and a roll call. 


By voice votes, the House rejected amendments to 
cut State Department funds by $567,000 for salaries and 
expenses of agricultural attaches of foreign service 
posts, and to cut $50,000 from the entertainment fund 
for foreign service officials. 


Continuing consideration of the bill March 4, the 
House gave voice vote approval to an amendment to ear- 
mark $10,000 of Census Bureau appropriations to dis- 
cover how much coffee is stocked in the U.S. 


Another amendment, offered by Rep. Sam Coon (R 
Ore.), and accepted by voice vote, would increase the 
appropriation for forest highway construction to $15 
million. The House Appropriations Committee had 
recommended $10 million. But the House rejected by 
voice vote an amendment to appropriate only $55,814,000 
for the U.S. Information Agency, which operates the 
‘Voice of America.”’ 


On an 61-84 teller vote, the House turned down an 
amendment offered by Rep. Louis C. Rabaut (D Mich.) 
to deny pay to the Administrator and employees of the 
State Department's Bureau of Inspection Security and 
Consular Affairs if they failed to abide by the no-politics 
rules of the Hatch Act. Scott McLeod is present Security 
chief of the Department. Rabaut said it was improper 
for a man with McLeod’s rank and job to ‘‘go charging 
about the country making political speeches.’’ (CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 222) 





When the House stopped work on the bil! March 4, 
it totaled $1,168 ,988,000--$22 million more than the 
House Committee recommended. 


SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDS 


Congress March 4 completed action on the Second 
Supplemental Appropriation bill (HR 7996) for fiscal 
1954. As it was sent to the President, the bill carried 
$27,517,616 in appropriations, including $15 million for 
unemployment compensation for veterans. 


In its final form, the bill authorized the Coast Guard 


to use $8,120,500 of Air Force funds for three naviga- 
tional aid stations. The measure also included $1,431,909 
for the Hoover Commission on Organization of the Exe- 
cutive Branch of the Government. 


The bill cleared Congress when the House and Senate 
adopted the conference report (H Rept. 1265), which had 
been sent to the floor March 3. The Senate had passed 
the bill by voice vote March 2, with $27,917,616 in ap- 
propriations. The House originally approved the bill 
Feb. 23. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 248.) 


Copy ght 1954 Congressone! Week ending March 5, 1954 oe PAGE 283 


Qverteriy Mews features 





MEXICAN FARM LABOR 


The House March 4 approved and sent to the White 
House a measure ( H J Res 355) to permit U. 8S. em- 
ployers to hire Mexican farm laborers, whether or not 
the Mexican government agrees. (CQ Weekly Report, 
p. 222.) Approval came on voice vote, after original 
en passage March 2 and Senate Amendment March 


The measure would not affect the existing U.S. 
Mexican Labor program except to authorize labor-im- 
portation if a reasonable period of negotiation between 
the two governments failed to bring an agreement. (CQ 
Almanac, Vol. IX, 1953, pp. 116-7.) 


Origina! House approval also came on voice vote, 
after a motion to recommit by Rep. John F. Shelley (D 
Calif.) failed on a 156-250 roll call. (For voting, see 
chart p. 286.) Earlier, H Res 450, providing for con- 
sideration of the measure, was adopted on a 197-56 
standing vote. 


Agriculture Committee chairman Clifford R. Hope 
(R Kan.) told the House the Mexican government had often 
failed to reach a satisfactory agreement with the U.S. 
(CQ Almanac, Vol. VII, 1951, p. 95.) 





The bill’s language was amended slightly by the 
Senate March 3, sending the measure back to the House. 
Despite vigorous opposition, led by Sens. Hubert H. 
Humphrey (D Minn.) and Herbert H. Lehman (D N.Y.), 
the measure was passed by the Senate on a 59-22 roll 
call. (For voting, see page 285.) Before passage, a 
Humphrey motion to recommit to the Agriculture and 
Forestry Committee was rejected on a voice vote. 


CCC LOAN AUTHORITY 


The Senate March 3 passed by voice vote a bill 
(S 2714) to increase the borrowing authority of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation to $8.6 billion. The 
House Banking and Currency Committee reported a 
similar bill March 1 (see page 289). 





Sen. George D. Aiken (R Vt.), Chairman of the Ag- 
riculture and Forestry Committee, said the new funds 
should be enough to carry out present rigid farm price 
supports promised on this year’s crops unless there 
are unusually large harvests or ‘‘there is a sharp de- 
cline in business activity.’’ 





AMENDMENT AGREED TO 


John J. Williams (R Del.), John Marshall Butler (R 
Md.) -~- Require the Treasury Department to appraise 
CCC inventories on the basis of actual cost and provide 
restoration of capital impairment by direct appropriation 
rather than note cancellation. Voice vote. 


HAWAII STATEHOOD 


Senate debate on the bill (S 49) to admit Hawaii as a 
state of the union began March 4. Before the Senate was 
a proposed amendment by Sen. Clinton P. Anderson (D 
N.M.) to add the Alaska statehood bill (S 50) as Title I 
of the Hawaii bill. The Senate Interior and Insular 
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Affairs Committee merged the two bills Jan. 19, and 
then reversed itself Jan. 27 and voted to treat them 
separately (CQ Weekly Report, p. 130). 


The Hawaii bill was reported to the Senate Jan. 27 
and the Alaska bill Feb. 24 (CQ Weekty Report, p. 254). 
Statehood for Hawaii was approved by the House in 1953 
(CQ Almanac, Vol. IX, 1953, pp. 301-4). The House In- 
terior Committee approved an Alaska statehood bill 
(HR 2982) in 1953. 


Sen. Guy Cordon (R Ore.), Chairman of the Terri- 
tories Subcommittee of the Interior group, told the 
Senate March 4 that Hawaii fully meets “all historic 
tests for statehood.’’ 


Majority Leader William F. Knowland (R Calif.), 
opposing Anderson’s attempt to merge the two state- 
hood bills, promised on behalf of the Republican Policy 
Committee that the Alaska bill would be taken up in the 
Senate some time during the present session. 





Opposition to the bill was voiced March 4 by Sen. 
James O. Eastland (D Miss.), who charged that Com- 
munists control the ‘‘economic life of Hawaii and very 
closely influence its political affairs.’’ 





PENSIONS 


The Senate Feb. 26 passed and sent to the White 
House a compromise bill (S 2175) liberalizing retire- 
ment benefits for Members of Congress and legislative 
employeés. The House accepted a conference report on 
the measure Feb. 17 for provisions. (See CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 217.) 


The measure was approved by the Senate on a 61-30 
roll call vote (for voting, see chart, p. 285.) after a 
number of Senators protested that no additional contri- 
butions on the part of Members or employees would be 
required. The House passed the measure originally, and 
the conference report, without record votes. 


WARREN CONFIRMED 


The Senate March 1 confirmed the nomination of 
Earl Warren of California as 14th Chief Justice of the 
United States. Approval was on voice vote. The handling 
of the nomination by the Judiciary Committee had been 
sharply criticized. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 252.) 


Vice President Nixon, presiding over the Senate, 
said the approval was ‘‘unanimous.’’ Sens. William F. 
Knowland (R Calif.) and Thomas H. Kuchel (R Calif.), 
both appointed to the Senate by Warren, spoke briefly on 
his behalf. 





GOVERNMENT STUDY 


The Senate March 1 passed by voice vote and sent 
to the White House a bill (HR 8069) extending to March 1, 
1955, the life of the Commission on Intergovernmental 
Relations. The Commission, whose head, Clarence E. 
Manion, resigned recently, was originally scheduled to 
report its findings March 1, 1954, but was not ready on 
that date. 





Senate Votes: 


Pension Funds, Bricker Amendment, 


Mexican Farm Labor 


17. Legislative Employees’ Retirement (S 2175). 


Liberalize retirement benefits for all Members 
of Congress and their employees based on length 
of service and annual contributions to retirement 
fund. Adoption of conference report. Adopted, 
61-30, Feb. 26. (See story, p. 284.) 


. Constitutional Amendment Limiting Treaty 
Powers (S J Res 1). GEORGE (D Ga.) substitute 
for the committee amendment providing that: 

Any provision of a treaty or international agree- 
ment which conflicts with the Constitution shall be 
invalid; non-treaty agreements may not take effect 
as internal law unless implemented by Congres- 
sional action; and Senate consent to ratification 


RECORD VOTES 
FOR: Y (yea) 
AGAINST; N (nay) 
NOT RECORDED: 


of treaties must be by roll-call vote. Agreed to, 
61-30, Feb. 26. Gee story, p. 282.) 


. Constitutional Amendment Limiting Treaty 
Powers (S J Res 1). Adoption of resolution as 
amended (two-thirds vote or 61 ‘‘yeas’’ required). 
Rejected, 60-31, Feb. 26. 


. Mexican Farm Labor (H J Res 355). Authorize 
the proper U.S. agency to recruit Mexican farm 
labor in the event that the U.S. government is 
unable to reach an agreement with the Mexican 
government on the migration of farm labor. 
Adoption of resolution. Adopted, 59-22, March 3. 
(See story, p. 284.) 


DEC LARED STANDS 
Jv Announced For, Paired For, CQ Poll For. 


X Announced Against, Paired Against, CQ Poll Against. 
? Absent, General Pair, ‘‘Present,’’ Did not announce 


or answer CQ Poll. 


NOT ELIGIBLE: 


— Not a Member when this vote was taken. 


17 18 
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House Vote: Mexican Farm Labor 


1. Mexican Farm Labor (H J Res 355). Authorize the proper U.S. agency to recruit Mexican 
farm labor in the event that the U.S. government is unable to reach an agreement with 
the Mexican government on the migration of farm labor. SHELLEY (D Calif.) motion to 
recommit bill to the House Agriculture Committee. Rejected, 156-250, March 2. (See 
story, p. 284.) 





+ Geller | 
7 Coudert 


Heller 


RECORD VOTES DEC LARED STANDS 

FOR: Y (yea) J Announced For, Paired For, CQ Poll For. 

AGAINST: N (nay) X Announced Against, Paired Against CQ Poll Against. 

NOT c@) : ? Absent, General Pair, ‘‘Present,’’ Did not announce or answer CQ Poll. 


NOT ELIGIBLE: -— Not a Member when this vote was taken. 
(Also used for Speaker--eligible but usually does not vote.) 
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meer) (Feb. 26-March 4) 





Committee Assignments 


SUGAR AGREEMENT -- Chairman Alexander Wiley (R 
Wis.) of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee March 4 appointed a subcommittee 
of five Senators to consider Congressional approval of 
the International Sugar Agreement. Appointed were: 
Sens. George D. Aiken (R Vt.), Chairman of the Senate 
Agriculture Committee, to head the group; Homer E. 
Capehart (R Ind.), Homer Ferguson (R Mich.), Walter 
F, George (D Ga.), and Mike Mansfield (D Mont.). 

















Action 


TAX REVISION -- The House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee put the final touches on an 800- 
page bill to revise most of the nation’s tax laws. It was 
estimated that recommended changes--chiefly more 
liberal deductions--would provide about $1.3 billion in 
tax cuts the first year and up to $2 billion in the years 
following. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 253) 





FEB. 26 -- 

Section-by-section drafting was virtually completed 
and House Committee Chairman Daniel A. Reed (R N.Y.) 
said ‘‘ this bill has been written by and for the American 
taxpayer.’’ He added it ‘‘is a balanced bill’’, more than 
half of which “will directly benefit individuals, the 
nation’s consumers.”’ 





Among the last provisions that the House group rec- 
ommended: Not requiring individuals over 65 to file an 
income tax return unless their gross income was over 
$1,200, instead of the present $600 minimum; taxing any 
lump-sum distribution to employees from qualified pen- 
sion and profit-sharing plans as capital gains. 


The group also modified previcusly-approved 
sections. Under the newly revised plans, up to $500 a 
year of interest on life insurance proceeds received in 
installments by a widow or widower of the dead person 
would be exempt from ‘acome tax, and up to $250 a year 
in the case of proceeds received by a child or lineal 
descendent of the deceised would be tax-exempt. 


MARCH 2 -- 

The Committee voted 22-2 to include in the general 
tax revision bill a provision extending the 52 per cent 
corporate income tax rate for one year. At present, 
corporations pay a normal income tax of 30 per cent, 
and a surtax of 22 per cent on income in excess of 
$25,000. The 30 per cent normal rate is scheduled to 
drop to 25 per cent on April 1, 1954 unless the exten- 
sion recommended by the Committee and requested by 
President Eisenhower is enacted. 


The only members voting against extension of 
present corporate income tax rate were Reps. Wilbur 
D. Mills (D Ark.) and Noble J. Gregory (D Ky.). Reed 
said the effect of the extension would be ‘‘to increase 
the revenue in fiscal 1955 by about $1.2 billion and by 
about $2 billion when fully effective.’’ 
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EXCISE TAXES -- The House Ways and Means Com- 

i mittee March 4 reported a bil! (HR 
8224 - H Rept. 1307) sponsored by Committee Chairman 
Daniel A. Reed (R N.Y.) to cancel scheduled reductions 





in some excise taxes, and to make cuts in other excise 
tax rates. 


The bill provides for indefinite cancellation of cuts 
scheduled for April 1 in the excise tax rates on alcoholic 
beverages, automobiles, trucks, car parts and accessor - 
ies, cigarettes and gasoline. President Eisenhower had 
asked that the cuts be postponed. These are the April 
1 reductions which the Reed bill would cancel: 


Distilled spirits -- From$10.50to $9 per gallon 

Beer -- From$9to $8 per barrel 

Wines -- Fromarange of about 12 cents per half 
pint to $2.25 per wine gallon to a range of about 10 cent 
per half pint to $2 per wine gallon 

Cigarettes -- From $4 per thousand to $3.50 per 
thousand, or from eight to seven cents a pack 

Gasoline -- From 2 cents per gallon to 1.5 cents 

Busses, trucks, parts and accessories -- From 
eight to five per cent; automobiles from 10 to seven 
per cent. 


But the Reed Bill also provided for cuts down to 
10 per cent in about 20 existing selective excise taxes. 
Reed introduced the bill March 2, and the immediate 
response of Secretary of the Treasury George M. 
Humphrey was: ‘‘We cannot support that part of the bill 
which will reduce other excise taxes in the amount of... 
$1 billion.’’ President Eisenhower told his news con- 
ference March 3 that he approved the Humphrey state- 
ment. : 


The measure, if enacted, would reduce to 10 per 
cent: 


The 20 per cent retail excise tax on luggage, ladies’ 
handbags, furs, jewelry, and toilet articles 

The 20 per cent tax on admissions, including movie 
and sporting event admissions 

The 20 per cent manufacturer’s excise tax on 
electric light bulbs, and photographic equipment 

The 15 per cent manufacturer’s excise on pens, 
mechanical pencils, sporting goods and mechanical 
lighters 

The 15 per cent excise on local telephone calls: and 
telegrams, and rail, bus and air passenger fares 

The 25 per cent rate on long-distance telephone calls. 


The Committee which began wurk on the Reed bill 
March 3 at first voted 13-12 to remove the admissions 
tax on college sporting events, but later in the day voted 
12-13 to leave such events subject to the tax. 


TAFT-HARTLEY -- In executive session March 3 the 

House Education and Labor Com- 
mittee voted 14-13 to deprive the National Labor Re- 
lations Board of authority to try cases of alleged unfair 
labor practices. 








The proposal would abolish the NLRB as a quasi- 
judicial agency and make it strictly an administrative 
agency. All unfair labor practice cases would be re- 
ferred to federal courts, with the complainant having 
the right to present his own case, or have the govern- 
ment do it for him through the U.S. attorney. At present 
the NLRB administers and interprets the Taft-Hartley 
labor law. 


A 14-14 tie vote to reconsider the action March 4 
sustained the March 3 vote. Rep. Clare E. Hoffman (R 
Mich.) termed the tie vote ‘‘another defeat for the 
Eisenhower Administration.’’ (For Eisenhower labor 
recommendations, see CQ Weekly Report, p. 204.) 





PUBLIC WORKS -- The House Public Works Committee 

March 1 unanimously approved a 
bill (HR 8127) authorizing federal expenditure of $875 
million annually for highways in fiscal 1956 and 1957. 
The bill also would increase federal participation in the 
interstate highway program by changing the formula of 
matching federal to state funds from 50-50 to 60-40. 
(For Senate hearings on similar legislation, see page 
291.) 





Here is a breakdown of how the funds would be 
expended: 


Federal-aid primary highways $270 million; federal- 
aid secondary highways, $180 million; federal aid pri- 
mary highways in urban areas, $150 million; interstate 
highways, $200 million; forest highways, $22.5 million; 
forest development roads and trails, $22.5 million; 
national park roads, $10 million; parkways, $10 million; 
Indian reservation roads, $10 million. Any unappropri- 
ated balance of the authorizations for the federal-aid 
program would be used for the Inter- American Highway 
and the Rama Road in Nicaragua. 


HR 8127 is a ‘‘clean’’ bill introduced March 1 by 
Chairman J. Harry McGregor (R Ohio) to replace his 
original bill (HR 7618) on which hearings were held Feb. 
15-17. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 222.) 


HEALTH -- The House Interatate and Foreign Commerce 

Committee March 1 ordered reported a 
‘‘clean’’ bill (HR 8149) calling for a three-year, $180 
million (total) federal aid program to states for con- 
struction of non-profit hospitals, nursing homes and 
other rehabilitation centers. HR 8149 is in lieu of HR 
7341, introduced Jan. 19 to carry out President Eisen- 
hower’s recommendations along that line. (CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 108.) The bill is an enlargement of the exist- 
ing Hill-Burton Hospital Survey and C onstruction Act. 
(CQ Almanac, Vol. [X, 1953, p. 193.) HR 8149 would 
also provide $2 million for surveys. The bill was re- 
ported March 3. (H Rept. 1268). 


CCC BORROWING AUTHORITY -- The House Banking 

and Currency Com- 
mittee March 1 reported a bill (H Rept. 1258; HR 7339) 
which would increase the borrowing authority of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation from $6,750,000 ,000 to 
$8.5 billion. The bill was amended so as to take effect 
immediately instead of July 1, 1954 as originally pro- 
posed. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 255.) The Senate passed 
a similar bill (see page 284). 
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WOOL PAYMENTS -- The Senate Agriculture and 
Forestry Committee March 3 
ordered reported a bill (S 2911) embodying the Adminis- 
tration’s proposal for production payments to domestic 
wool growers. Hearings on the bill were held Feb. 19. 
(CQ Weekly Report, p. 255) Under the proposed legis- 
lation domestic wool producers would be encouraged to 
sell at market prices and would be eligible for pro- 
duction payments to make up any difference below sup- 
port levels. Such payments would be made from pro- 
ceeds of import duties on foreign wool. 





The Committee adopted a number of amendments, 
including one providing that whenever wool price sup- 
port is carried out through loans, such loans cannot 
exceed 90 per cent of the parity price. 


The House Agriculture Committee began hearings 
March 4 on a companion wool production payment bill 
(HR 7775). Only witness was Ross Rizley, Assistant 
Secretary of Agriculture. 


DAIRY SUPPORTS -- The Special Dairy Subcommittee 
of the House Agriculture Com- 
mittee March 2 voted unanimously to favor limiting any 
reductions in price supports for dairy products to five 
per cent in one marketing year. 





The Subcommittee said it expected the full Com- 
mittee to consider dairy supports along with other farm 
legislation in hearings scheduled to start March 10. 


Subcommittee Chairman August H. Andresen (R 
Minn.) has intpoduced a bill (HR 7895) to limit support 
cuts to five per cent in a marketing year. Secretary of 
Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson Feb. 15 announced plans 
to reduce the sppports from 90 per cent to 75 per cent 
of parity on April 1. (CQ Weekly Report, pp. 234, 262.) 
Andresen’s bill also would require dairy supports at a 
level equal to supports for basic commodities. 





MUNITIONS CONTROL -- A special House Foreign Af- 

fairs Subcommittee, headed 
by Rep. Albert P. Morano (R Conn.), March 2 reported 
favorably to the full Committee a bill (HR 6344) to re- 
vise systems for controlling export and import of arms 
and munitions. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 256.) 








The bill introduced by Morano, would give the Presi- 
dent bpoad authority to control such exports and imports, 
and to require registration of arms and munitions ex- 
porters, importers, and manufacturers. It would repeal 
sections of the Neutrality Act of 1939 and abolish the 
National Munitions C ontrol Board. 


VETERANS HOUSING LOANS -- The House Committee 

on Veterans Affaris 
March 3 reported favorably a bill (HR 8152; H Rept. 1267) 
to extend for one year, to June 30, 1955, the Veterans 
Administration’s authority to make direct loans to 
veterans to buy homes. The loan authority is stated in 
the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act. 





TIDAL PROJECT -- A House Foreign Affairs ad hoc 
subcommittee Feb. 26 approved 

8 J Res 12 authorizing a $3 million survey on the proposed 

Passamaquoddy tidal power project between Maine and 
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New Brunswick, Canada. Authorization of the survey by 
the international Joint Commission on Boundary Waters 
was approved by the Senate Feb. 10. (CQ Weekly Re- 
port, p. 183.) 


CONTEMPT CITATIONS -- The House Un- American 

Activities Committee March 
3 voted unanimously to ask the House for contempt ci- 
tations against four persons who balked at answering 
certain Committee questions. 





The four: Lawrence B. Arguimbau, professor, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Barrows Dunham, 
former professor, Temple University; Mrs. Goldie E. 
Watson and Wilbur Lee Mahaney, Jr., Philadelphia pub- 
lic school teachers. (CQ Weekiy Report, pp. 225-6.) 


REFUGEES -- The House Judiciary Committee March 2 
ordered reported a new bill (HR 8193) in 
lieu of HR 7475, to ease qualifications for admission of 
Italian, Greek and Dutch immigrants to the U.S. Both 
ooo were sponsored by Rep. Louis E. Graham 
Pa.). 


HR 8193 would amend the Refugee Act of 1953. (CQ 
Almanac, Vol. [X, 1953, pp. 242 ff.) The law now sets 
rigid quotas for refugees and for close relatives of 
American citizens. The proposed change would make 
visas avkilable to either group on a first-come, first- 
served basis. 


CONTRACT REVIEW -- The House Judiciary Committee 

March 4 approved with amend- 
ments a bill (S 24) to subject government contracts to 
judicial review for causes besides fraud. Court review 
would be permitted of administrative actions classified 
as capricious, arbitrary, so grossly erroneous as to 
imply bad faith, or not supported by evidence. 





New Hearings 


SECURITY RISKS -- Chairman Philip Young of the Civil 

Service Commission March 2 testi- 
fied before the Senate Post Office and Civil Service Com- 
mittee, presenting a breakdown of security separations 
from the federal payroll from May 28, 1953, the day 
after the Administration’s security-loyalty ppogram 
went into effect, through Dec. 31, 1953. He presented 
later figures to the House Post Office and Civil Service 
Committee March 4. On March 1, the Rouse Committee 
released the first breakdown in a series of three. (CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 138) 





The March 2 report stated that 2,427 employees had 
been separated -- 1,074 through dismissal, and 1,353 
through voluntary or involuntary resignations. Of the 
total: 383 had in their files ‘‘information indicating, in 
various degrees, subversive activities, subversive asso- 
ciations or membership in subversive organizations’’: 
194 had in their files ‘‘information indicating sex perver- 
sion’’; 605 had in their files ‘‘information indicating con- 
viction of felonies or misdemeanors’’; and 1,045 had in 
their files ‘‘any other type or types of information falling 
within the purview of Executive Order 10450’' which es- 
tablished the loyalty-security program. This category 
would include such failings as alcoholism and a tendency 
toward loose talk. 
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The breakdown added to 2,227. Young explained 
that only totals -- not breakdowns -- were available 
from the Air Force, Navy, and Office of Secretary of 
Defense which separated 426 security risks. These 
three do not account for the discrepancy of 200 between 
2,227 and the 2,427 total, since some individuals were 
in more than one of the four categories. 


Committee questions centered around the 383 re- 
ported to have subversive data in their files. Young 
was unable to say how many of the 383 had been dis- 
missed or had been given written notice of the allega- 
tions in the files. He said he did not know whether the 
derogatory information had been the cause for separa~- 
tion in all or any of the cases. Young said the ‘‘de- 
rogatory information’’ was of a ‘‘substantial nature.’’ 
There was no indication of whether the information had 
been evaluated. He would not say that any of the 383 
were ‘‘Communists’’ or ‘‘subversives.’’ 


Young said none of the 2,427 was still on the federal 
payroll, even with another agency. None of the separa- 
tions represents deaths or reductions in force, he said. 


Sen. A. S. Mike Monroney (D Okla.) and other mem- 
bers of the Committee asked whether any of the 383 had 
been prosecuted under subversion or perjury laws. 
Young said that responsibility rested with the Justice 
Department. He furnished a breakdown by agencies, and 
was unable to explain discrepancies between his figures 
and those released earlier by individual agencies. He 
contended his were ‘‘certified’’ as correct. 





Young said the ‘‘bulk’’ of the 2,427 separations were 
accomplished ‘‘in accordance with regular established 
Civil Service procedure’’ -- presumably under an as- 
sortment of laws and executive orders providing for 
weeding out the Civil Service -- rather than under au- 
thority of the new loyalty-security program. 


The Commission chairman said his figures were not 
éomplete for the period covered, lacking reports from 
some defense installations. 


The figures released by the House Committee March 
1 listed 2,224 security separations, of which 354 were in 
the ‘‘subversive information’’ category. 


Young told the Senate Committee that, in the period 
covered by the security risk report, 240,885 persons left 
the federal payroll -- 171,726 by resignation, 60,095 
through reductions in force, and 9,064 through dismissals 
for cause. (This last total presumably includes 1,074 
fired under the security-loyalty program.) 


Sen. John O. Pastore (D R.I.) charged that Adminis- 
tration spokesmen ‘‘keep beating around the bush and we 
are not getting the facts.’’ 





Committee Chairman Frank Carlson (R Kan.) said 
Young would be regalled. Despite Democratic complaints, 
Carlson said March 3 that Young’s figures were ‘‘all 
right.’’ Monroney said March 3 that separations cate- 
gorized by the Republicans as security risks apparently 
were of the type handled by the Democrats as unsuitable. 
He said 23,800 employees had been separated as unsuitable 
in 1952, while 17,800 were in this category in 1958. 





Young again boosted his figures in testimony be- 
fore the House Post Office and Civil Service Com- 
mittee March 4. The number of resignations increased 
from 1,353 to 1,355, raising the total of separations 
from 2,427 to 2,429. 


Here are the March 4 figures by categories of de- 
rogatory information, with March 2 figures in paren- 
theses: Subversive, 422 (383); sex perversion, 198 (194); 
felonies or misdemeanors, 611 (605); other, 1,424 (1,045). 


Young said the latest figures were not complete. 
He told the Committee, meeting in closed session, that 
his Commission initiated 167,617 investigations under 
the executive order during 1953, and has completed 
159,856. 


He also reported completion of 5,717 full field in- 
vestigations for sensitive positions, and said other 
agencies had initiated 26,032 full field investigations. 
Young said the agencies hope to complete all full field 
investigations for sensitive positions held by current 
employees by June 30, 1954, and to evaluate these 
cases by Sept. 30, 1954. 


REDS IN MERCHANT MARINE -- The Senate Judiciary 

Subcommittee on In- 
ternal Security March 2 held a hearing on alleged in- 
terference with the activities of a World War II Navy 
board assigned to weedout suspected subversives from 
among merchant marine radio operators. 





Rear Adm. Adolphus Staton (ret.) who headed the 
board, testified that Adlai E. Stevenson, then an assis- 
tant to Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox, told him: 

‘I don’t think we should be too hard on the Commies.”’ 
Informed of the testimony, Stevenson called it ‘‘the same 
old story’’ and said it had been ‘‘fully explained’’ during 
the 1952 Presidential campaign. 


Subcommittee Chairman William E. Jenner (R Ind.) 
placed in the record the purported minutes of a 1942 
Navy Department meeting at which President Roosevelt 
was quoted as saying that ‘‘the United States was bound 
to not oppose the activities of the Communist Party”’ in 
the U.S. Jenner left the way open for revision of the 
record if a different official version of the minutes is 
produced. 





MERCHANT MARINE TRAINING -- House Merchant 

Marine and Fisher- 
ies Subcommittee No. 7, headed by Rep. William K. Van 
Pelt (R Wis.), began hearings March 3 on training for _ 
the Merchant marine. 


Vice Adm. Calvin P. Durgin (Ret.), president of the 
New York State Maritime College, Ft. Schuyler, testified 
that training of merchant marine officers should be the 
responsibility of states or private agencies, not the 
federal government. He said, however, that he was not 


advocating closing the federal academy at Kings Point, N.Y. 


FARM PROGRAM -- The Senate Agriculture Committee 

March 4 began hearings on a bill 
(S 3052) to carry out the major points of the Administra- 
tion’s farm program. (CQ Weekly Report, pp. 67-68, 
91-92, 201-02.) 





Under Secretary of Agriculture True D. Morse said 
that farm surpluses to be ‘‘isolated’’ under the Presi- 
dent’s program would not enter into calculations of 
price supports, but should be counted in computations 
determining acreage allotments and marketing quotas. 


Sen. Allen J. Ellender, Sr. (D La.) predicted that, 
under the proposed flexible supports for five of the six 
‘basic’? commodities, supports in 1955 would dip close 
to the lowest point permitted, 75 per cent of parity. 
Morse said that Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Taft 
Benson would retain authority to limit cuts in support 
levels, preventing abrupt dips. 





Chairman George D. Aiken (R Vt.), sponsor of S 
3052, conceded that the bill does not contain all of the 
President’s program. Other provisions, he said, will 


be offered later. 


Kar! D. Loos, Agriculture Department solicitor, 
analyzed the bill. 


VETERANS’ SUPPORT -- The House Veterans’ Affairs 
ar eT ; ~~ Committee March 2 held a 
hearing on a bill (HR 5892) to increase federal support 
funds for some of the states now taking care of veterans 
who are eligible for federal help. Timothy F. Daley, 
legislative chief,the Veterans Administration, testified 
that an average of 8,090 veterans lived last year in 31 
state soldiers’ homes in 27 states. He said the increased 
contributions would cost the government $1,157,460 more 
a year. 


HOUSING -- The House Banking and Currency Commit- 
~~~" tee March 2 opened hearings on HR 7839, 
the Administration housing bill introduced by Rep. 
Jesse P. Wolcott (R Mich.) Feb. 2 (CQ Weekly Report, 
p. 237 ff.) 


Albert M, Cole, Administrator of the Housing and 
Home Finance Agency, testifying March 2 and 3 gener- 
ally was in favor of the bill. He said he did not favor 
any change at the present time in the 4) per cent in- 
terest rates on government-insured home rnortgage 
loans. The bill warld give the President authority to 
establish the maximum rates of interest on such loans, 
insured or guaranteed by the Federal Housing Adminis- 
tration or Veterans Administration, at a level no more 
than 23 per cent above the average market yield on long 
term government bonds. 


Other witnesses were Guy T. O. Hollyday, com- 
missioner, Federal Housing Administration; B. T. Fitz- 
patrick, deputy administrator and general counsel, HHF A; 
J. Stanley Baughman, president, Federal National Mort- 
gage Association; James W. Follin, director, Division of 
Slum Clearance and Urban Development, HHFA. 


HIGHWAY FUNDS -- The Subcommittee on Roads of the 
sy eee Senate Public Works Committee 
began hearings Feb. 26 on two bills to increase appro- 
priations for highway construction in fiscal 1956 and 1957. 
S 2982, introduced by Sen. Edward Martin (R Pa.), Chair- 
man of the Public Works Committee would authorize a 
$887 million appropriation, and 8 2859, introduced by 

Sen. Francis Case (R 8.D.) Chairman of the Subcommit- 


tee, calls for federal expenditure of $1,002,000,000, 
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or House Committee action on similar legislation 
see page 289). 


Robert B. Murray, Jr., Under Secretary for Trans- 
portation, Commerce Department, told the committee 
the Administration favors legislation authorizing $800 
million for the federal-aid program, as provided in the 
Martin bill. The Case bili provides $835 million for 
this program. 


Clinton 8. Reynolds, chairman of the highway com- 
mittee, American Automobile Association, said that 
organization felt the interstate highway system should 
be completed in 15 years and that ‘‘for the purpose of 
expedition, half of the federal-aid appropriation should 
be earmarked for that network.’’ 


MARCH 1 -- 

Glenn C. Richards, superintendent of public works, 
Detroit, Mich., testifying for the American Municipal 
Association, urged that federal spending for the federal- 
aid highway system be increased to $2 billion yearly. 
Leo V. Bodine, executive vice president, National Lum- 
ber Manufacturers Association advocated more timber 
access roads in national forests. W. D. Haggenstein, 
managing director, Industrial Forestry Association, 
Portland, Ore., and Edward P. Cliff, assistant chief, 
U.S. Forest Service, testified in favor of the $22.5 
million appropriation for access roads provided in the 
Case bill. 


Matt Triggs, American Farm Bureau Federation, 
advocated a reduction in federal participation in finan- 
cing highway programs with state governments taking 
over a bigger role. 


MARCH 3 -- 

Testimony favoring an amendment to S 2982, by 
Sen. Edwin C. Johnson (D Colo), which would require 
payment by the federal government of the cost of re- 
locating utilities, was heard from Sen. Estes Kefauver 
(D Tenn.); Rep. Charles E. Bennett (D Fla.); Morris 
Cunningham, president, American Water Works Asso- 
ciation; Edward Falck, Kansas Light and Power Co.:; 
George Anderson, president, American Transit Asso- 
ciation; Clifford L. Sampson, vice president, North- 
western Bell Telephone; L. B. Richards, vice president, 
United Gas Improvement Co., Harrisburg, Pa.; E.C. 
Yokley, Tennessee Water Utility Districts and National 
Institute of Municipal Law Officers; Emerson Duncan, 
American Public Power Association; Jared Maddux, 
Tennessee Independent Telephone Associaton; Charles 


G. Blackard, Tennessee Valley Public Power Association. 


Hearings concluded March 4 with testimony from 
Robert F. Woodward, Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State; Maj. Gen, Paul F. Yount, chief of transportation, 
Defense Department; Jesse C. Johnson, Atomic Energy 
Commission; Conrad L. Wirth, National Park Service; 
J. M. Brown, chief, roads branch, Bureau of Indian Af- 
fairs; J. D. Durand, assistant general counsel, Air Trans- 
port Association; Robert M. Reindollar, president, 
American Road Builders Association; John J. Lawrence, 
American Trucking Associations; Francis V. du Pont, 
Commissioner, Bureau of Public Roads, Commerce 
Department. 
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NATURAL GAS ACT -- The Senate Committee on In- 
terstate and Foreign Commerce’s 
Subcommittee on Business and Consumer Interests held 
hearings March 3 on a bill (S 525) to amend the Natural 
Gas Act to Facilitate storage of natural gas to make it 
available at reasonable cost to persons living in regions 
distant from production fields. Witnesses favoring the 
bill included Jerome K. Kuykendall, Chairman, Federal 
Power Commission, who suggested clarifying amend- 
ments. 





Continued Hearings 


POWER POLICY -- The Anti-trust and Monopoly 
a Legislation Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee resumed hearings March 2 
on the power policy and marketing criteria of the In- 
terior Department. (CQ Weekly Report, pp. 95, 235). 


Clyde T. Ellis, executive manager, National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, told the Subcommittee 
the government’s power program apparently ‘‘is now to 
be starved, stunted, dismembered and discredited.”’ 


INDIAN SUPERVISION -- The Senate and House Interior 
and Insular Affairs Com- 
mittees’ Joint Subcommittee on Indian Affairs continued 
its hearing on legislation to terminate federal super- 
vision of the Indians. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 222). 





The Subcommittee members Feb. 23 heard testi- 
mony on bills (S 2745 and HR 7320) to end federal con- 
trol of property of the Klamath Tribe in Oregon. Bu- 
reau of Indian Affairs officials, including Associate 
Commissioner Rex Lee spoke in favor of the measures. 
Opposing the bills were Boyd Jackson and Jesse L. Kirk, 
Indian delegates of the Klamath Reservation. 


The subcommittee Feb. 24 heard witnesses on 
HR 7981, to withdraw government supervision over the 
Makah Tribe of the State of Washington. 


Testimony was heard Feb. 25 on bills (S 2750 and 
HR 7319) to end supervision of the Confederated Salish 
and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Reservation, 
Montana. Richard Shipman, Montana rancher who is a 
member of the Association of American Indians, said 
removal of supervision of the Indians would be the 
‘whistle signal for chaos.”’ 


MARCH 1 -- 

Hearings on bills (S 2747 and HR 7321) pertaining 
to the Seminole Indians of Florida drew testimony from 
Kenneth Marmon, superintendent for the Seminole 
Reservations that ‘‘it is not quite time for the Seminoles 
to be released.’ 


Mike Osceola, a Seminole who operates a trading 
post along the Tamiami Trail in South Florida, said he 
favored ending supervision. 


Sen. Milton R. Young (R N.D.) March 2 spoke against 
legislation (S 2748 and HR 7316) to wind up control over 
the furtle Mountain band of Chippewa Indians of North 
Dakota, South Dakota, and Montana, saying it would be 
unwise at this time. John Hart, director of the North 
Dakota Indian Affairs Committee, opposed the legislation 
March 3. 





GRAZING LANDS -- The House Agriculture Committee 
Feb. 26 concluded hearings on a 
bill (HR 6787) to govern the administration of federal 
lands used by cattlemen for grazing. Controversy on 
the bill centers on provisions to encourage holders of 
grazing permits to undertake improvements by pro- 
viding for compensation when permits are transferred. 





The Senate Agriculture Committee Feb. 17 ordered 
a similar bill (S 2548) reported favorably. (CQ Weekly 
Report, pp. 132, 222) 


Charles H. Callison, conservation director of the 
National Wildlife Federation, said there is ‘‘no real 
need’’ for the bill. 


Sam C. Hyatt, past president of the American 
National Cattlemen’s Association, and Matt Triggs, 
American Farm Bureau Federation, both supported the 
bill generally, but opposed a fee study provision. 


Other witnesses who testified generally in favor of 
the bill’s objectives were: Rep. Sam Coon (R Ore.); 
Dee Brownfield, Stockmen’s Grazing Commission; L.F. 
Kneipp, Washington, D.C.; Delos L. James, National 
Grange; O.J. Murie, Wilderness Society; and Michael 
Hudoba, Washington editor of Sports Afield. 


Rep. Lee Metcalf (D Mont.) opposed the bill as 
written. 


UN CHARTER REVISION -- The Subcommittee on the 

United Nations Charter of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee heard Henry 
Cabot Lodge Jr., United States Representative to the UN, 
testify March 3 in connection with a possible revision of 
the UN’s charter. Lodge said the United States should 
retain its veto power in the UN but that the US would 
like to see the veto power eliminated on the question of 
admitting other countries to the UN and on the question 
of approving a peaceful settlement of a dispute on which 
all interested parties agreed. 





FAIR EMPLOYMENT -- The Civil Rights Subcommittee 

of the Senate Labor and Public 
Welfare Committee March 3 concluded hearings on a bill 
(S 692) to prohibit employment discrimination because 
of race, color, creed or national origin. (CQ Weekly 
Report, pp. 63, 132, 254.) 


John Bolt Culbertson of the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund, Inc., urgedenactment. Also in favor 
were: Sen. Herbert H. Lehman (D N.Y.); Dr. Alfred 
McClung Lee, Unitarian Fellowship for Social Justice; 
Thelma Stevens, Christian services, Methodist Church: 
David M. Litwin, Newark (N.J.) Mayors Commission on 
Group Relations; Lester B. Granger and Julius A. 
Thomas, both of the National Urban League, Inc. 


The subcommittee heard testimony on March 1 and 
2 from 11 other witnesses, all of whom favored enact- 
ment, 


REDS IN UNIONS -- A Senate Internal Security Subcom- 

mittee ‘‘task force’’ Feb. 26 con- 
tinued its hearings into alleged Communist infiltration 
of labor unions. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 258.) The 


Subcommittee is considering legislation (S 23, 8 1254, 

S 1606) which would further define the powers of the 
Subversive Activities Control Board to identify Com- 
munist-dominated unions, and help eliminate Communists 
from positions of influence in unions. 


Opposing the proposals were Russ Nixon, Washing - 
ton representative, and Albert J. Fitzgerald, international 
president, United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers 
of America (Ind.). Fitzgerald invoked the Fifth amend- 
ment in response to a question of whether officials of the 
UE have ever been members of the Party. 


March 3, Joseph P. Selly, president, American 
Communications Association (Ind.) denounced the meas- 
ures as “union-busting.’’ He refused to say whether he 
was a Communist or under ‘‘Communist discipline.’’ 
Asked if the union were controlled by the Communist 
Party, Selly said it is not. 


Also March 3 Lemuel R. Boulware, a vice president 
of the General Electric Company, testified that the 
government has ‘‘compelled employers to recognize and 
bargain with any labor organization certified to it by the 
National Labor Relations Board.’’ Boulware said that 
certain unions, ‘‘repeatedly accused of Communist 
domination” have been certified. 


Vern Countryman, Yale University law professor, 
representing the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, 
told the group March 4 that laws aimed at ‘‘preventing 
a man from doing something before he does it’’ serve 
no useful purpose in the fight against communism. Also 
opposing the bills March 4 was Nathan Witt, general 
counsel for the International Union of Mine, Mill and 
Smelter Workers (Ind.). 


REDS IN ARMY -- The Senate Permanent Investigations 
Subcommittee continued its probe of 

alleged Communists in, or working for, the Army. (CQ 

Weekly Report, pp. 256-8.) Chairman Joseph R. Mc 


Carthy (R Wis.) reiterated he would not pull any punches 
in what he called ‘‘Army coddling of Communists.”’ 


The Subcommittee voted March 1 to cite for con- 
tempt Pvt. David Linfield, Fort Dix, N.J., who invoked 
the Fifth Amendment when asked about alleged Com- 
munist affiliations and secret radar and communications 
work. 


Also testifying was former Pvt. Sid Rubenstein of 
Fort Banks, Winthrop, Mass., who said he joined the 
Communist Party in a New York high school but quit 
when he was 17 and had ‘‘wised up.”’ Rubenstein was 
discharged from the Army last manth ‘‘under honorable 
conditions.’’ 


Pfc. Marvin S. Belsky, an Army doctor at the Mur- 
phy General Hospital, Waltham, Mass., refused to tel] 
the Subcommittee whether he was a ‘‘member of the 
Communist conspiracy.”’ 


MILITARY SURPLUS -- The Military Operations Sub- 
committee of the House Govern- 
ment Operations Committee was told Feb. 26 that the 
Army has some items in a medical stockpile sufficient 
for the next three years. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 226.) 
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Robert D. King, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the 
Army, added it would take another two years to reduce 
the supply down to the authorized level of a three- 
month’s supply. King said ‘‘we have never actually 
known the dollar value of Army inventories,’’ but esti- 
mated the total at between $35 and $40 billion. 


Reports, Recommendations 





HALTING RECESSION -- The Joint Committee on the 
Economic Report Feb. 27 said 
“any serious further recession can be avoided...if the 
available tools are used in a timely and courageous 
manner.”’ In its report on the Economic Report of the 
President, the Committee, headed by Rep. Jesse P. Wol- 


the economic facts of life’’ prevailed in the Report of 
the President. They urged greater effort to block a re- 
cession and recommended a tax program to set off a 
‘*chain reaction’’ of consumer buying that will ‘‘reduce 
inventories, provide jobs and renew public confidence.”’ 
They advocated increasing the personal income tax 
exemption from $600 to $800 ami ‘‘drastic’’ reduction of 
all excise taxes on necessities and semi-luxuries. 


Douglas and Bolling filed additional views criti- 
cizing the President’s Report for ‘‘inconsistencies’’ in 
defining economic conditions and a ‘‘ Pollyanna outlook.’’ 
(See pages 268-277.) 


STATE DEPT. PERSONNEL -- The International Re- 





cott (R Mich.) saw a “‘rising trend in unemployment”’ 
and said that ‘‘unfavorable trends in real farm income 
offer a serious threat to an expanding and stable economy.” 


The committee’s recommendations on the legislative 
proposals of the President’s Report included: 


Federal Debt Limit: ‘‘Congress clearly has the 
responsibility for raising the debt limit if it makes ap- 
propriations and fails to provide sufficient revenues to 
cover the resultant expenditures.’’ 

Old-Age and Survivors Insurance: Broader cover- 
age and increased benefits ‘‘are desirable and shotld 
be enacted.’’ 

Unemployment Insurance: ‘‘Broader coverage and 
strengthening of the state systems will help maintain 
consumer demand and aid in forestalling or countering 
rising unemployment.’’ 

Agricultural Policy: An agressive policy for finding 
added domestic and foreign markets for surpluses, and 
for future production through the discovery of new uses 
for agriculture products. Nonmarket disposition of sur- 
pluses should be stepped up. ‘‘Whatever the merits of 
flJexible supports and modern parity may or may not be, 
as a long-run program it is questionable whether their 
contribution at this time will act to sustain farm income 
in the months immediately ahead when the threat to our 
economic stability is go generally recognized.”’ 

Housing: ‘‘Viewed primarily from its potential role 
as economic stimulus, the government’s program for aid 
to housing must be flexible and readily adaptable to 
changing economic conditions.’’ 

International Trade: A program of ‘‘trade liberali- 
zation,’’ including ‘‘the acceptance of increased imports 
in certain lines, especially of those materials in which 
we are short or in which the productive advantages of 
other free countries are greater than ours.’’ 














Public Works: The immediate planning and coordi- 
nation, through an administrator, directly responsible 
to the President, of all federal public works and com- 
munity development with the cooperation of the federal 
state and local governments. 

Taxes: A ‘‘flexible tax policy’’ to meet today’s 
‘funsettled’’ conditions. 


Democratic members of the Committee, Sen. John 
J. Sparkman (Ala.), Paul H. Douglas (Il1.) and J. William 
Fulbright (Ark.), and Reps Edward J. Hart (N.J.), Wright 
Patman (Tex.) and Richard Bolling (Mo.) filled supple- 
mental views agreeing in general with the Committee Re- 
port but stating that ‘‘a persistent policy of ‘glossing over’ 
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lations Subcommittee of 
the House Government Operations Committee March 3 
reported that the State Department has improved its 
personnel procedures as a result of an investigation 
begun almost a year ago after the suicide of John C. 
Montgomery, who was in charge of the Department’s 
Finnish desk. 


The subcommittee, headed by Rep. Charles B. 
Brownson (R Ind.) reported it found nothing to reflect on 
Montgomery’s ‘‘integrity, reputation or abilittes’’ but 
said an investigation of him after he joined the Depart- 
ment in 1946 was ‘‘inadequate and incomplete.’’ 


The report stated the subcommittee had found evi- 
dence of slipshod personnel practices inherited by the 
Eisenhower Administration. According to the report, 
as of April, 1953, about 2,300 department employees 
had never been investigated and another 2,000 had been 
investigated inadequately. 


INTERNAL SECURITY -- The Internal Security Subcom- 
mittee of the Senate Judiciary 

Committee saw ‘‘a serious potential danger to the security 

of this nation,’’ in a report March 2 on heafings on 

‘‘Subversive Influences in the United Electrical, Radio 

and Machine Workers of America.’’ 





A task force headed by Sen. John M, Butler (R Md.) 
which conducted the hearings last November in the Pitts- 
burgh and Erie, Pa., area, reported: ‘‘The testimony 
establishes that there exists in the area of Pittsburgh a 
serious potential danger to the security of this nation. 

It is unthinkable that a large segment of the heavy in- 
dustrial area of Pittsburgh should be manned by a Com- 
munist-controlled organization masquerading as a labor 
union.’’ 


‘All the forces of the Government of the U.S. must be 
brought to bear promptly to meet this critical situation,”’ 
the group said. 


Other task force members joining in the statement 
were Sen. Herman Welker (R Idaho) and Pat McCarran 
(D Nev.). 





Sen. William E. Jenner (R Ind.), chairman of the 
Subcommittee, said he agreed with the findings of the 
task force. 











itol 
i— 26-March around the cap 





SHOOTING 


Five Members were shot on the House floor March 
1 by three pistol-wielding Puerto Ricans of the National- 
ist Party. The assailants, standing in a visitors gallery, 
fired about 30 shots. An estimated 200 Representatives 
were on the floor. 


Other members of the Puerto Rican political group 
attempted to assassinate former President Truman in 
1950. 


The wounded House Members: 


Rep. Alvin M. Bentley (R Mich.), 35, shot through the 
lung, liver and stomach 

Rep. Ben F. Jensen (R Iowa), 61, shot in the left 
shoulder 

Rep. Clifford Davis (D Tenn.), 56, shot in the leg 

Rep. George H. Fallon (D Md.), 56, shot in the leg 

Rep. Kenneth A. Roberts (D Ala.), 51, shot in the leg. 





All five Members had bullets removed. Bentley was 
on the operating table for an hour and a half March 1. 
At the time, he was given ‘‘better than a 50-50 chance”’ 
to survive. Condition of the others was described as 
satisfactory. 


The assailants, all residents of New York, were 
identified as: Lolita Lebron, 34; Rafael C. Miranda, 25, 
and Andres Cordero, 29. A fourth person, Irving Flores, 
27, was taken into custody at the Washington Bus Termi- 
nal. All four were held on $100,000 bond each, and each 
was charged with five counts of assault with intent to kill. 
They were indicted March 3 for assault with intent to 
kill and assau!t with a dangerous weapon, a total of 10 
counts for each defendant. 


The three assailants began firing as the House pre- 
pared for a division vote on H J Res 355, the Mexican 
farm labor bill. (See page 284.) Mrs. Lebron, who iden- 
tified herself afterward as the leader of the group, waved 
a Puerto Rican flag as she fired, and shouted that her 
country was ‘‘not free.’’ Puerto Rico is a Commonwealth 
whose nationals are citizens of the U.S., subject to 
American draft laws. Puerto Ricans have quota-free 
emigration to the U.S. and pay no federal taxes.) 


SECURITY TIGHTENED 


Thirty additional Washington police were assigned to 
the Capitol March 2 to supplement the staff of Capitol 
police. New cards were issued to Members for distribu- 
tion to constituents, and admission to the gallery was by 
card only. 


Gov. Luis Munoz Marin of Puerto Rico flew to Wash- 
ington and expressed his shock over the incident. Resi- 
dent Commissioner Antonio Fernos-Isern (Pop. Dem) 
added his regrets in a House speech. Both men received 
a standing ovation from the House. The Puerto Rican 


legislature adopted a resolution condemning the shooting. 


The Un-American Activities Committee March 2 
assigned investigators to Puerto Rico, New York and 
Chicago, where the extremists have offices, to determ- 
ine if they are ‘“‘subversive.’’ Communist literature and 
threats against Lodge were discovered in the New York 
apartments of the assailants.) 


SECURITY MEASURES INTRODUCED 


Members March 2 introduced six measures designed 
to increase security for Members attending House ses- 
sions. One proposal (HR 8154) would provide for 
erection of a bullet-proof glass screen between the 
gallery and the chamber. Another (H Res 456), adopted 
March 4, authorized payment of hospital expenses of the 
injured Members. Chairman A, L. Miller (R Neb.) of 
the Interior Committee said he was considering legis- 
lation to give independence to the Island Commonwealth, 
so the U.S. could ‘‘set up immigration quotas.”’ 


HISTORY OF VIOLENCE 


The shooting was unparalleled in Capitol history, 
although the Hill had experienced violence in the past. 
Members have engaged in cane and fist-fights, and in- 
dividual Members have been shot, or shot at, in cor- 
ridors and offices. 


Feb.: 28, 1890, Rep. William P. Taulbee (D Ky.) 
was shot on a House stairway by a Louisville newspaper 
reporter. He died March 11. In March 1921, Sen. 
Charles P. Henderson (D Nev.) was shot through the arm 
in the Senate Office Building. Sen. John W. Bricker (R 


Ohio) was shot at July 12, 1947, while entering the Sen- 
ate subway, but was not hit. 


Aaron Burr, vice President in 1804, shot and killed 
Alexander Hamilton in a duel. Sen. Frank L. Greene 
(R Vt.) was shot in downtown Washington in 1924, a by- 
stander in a pistol fight between bootleggers and pro- 
hibition agents. In 1932, Rep. Melvin J. Maas (R Minn.) 
induced a man brandishing a pistol in the House gallery, 
to drop the weapon. Maas, now totally blind, was appoint- 
ed vice chairman of the Presidents Committee for the 
Physically Handicapped in 1953. 


PROBE RULES STUDY 


The Senate Republican Policy Committee Feb. 26 
unanimously voted to instruct its Chairman, Homer 
Ferguson (R Mich.), to ‘‘make a study of the rules and 
policies with respect to investigations’’ conducted by 
Senate committees. Ferguson said the study was designed 
to produce ‘ recommendations for the chairmen to set 
before their respective committees.’’ 


On March 2, after a Policy Committee meeting at 
which the rules of Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy’s (R Wis.) 
Permanent Investigations Subcoi: :nittee, the House Un- 
American Activities Committee, and other groups were 
received, Ferguson said his preliminary study had con- 
vinced him that any reforms in procedure were up to the 
individual chairmen. 
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President Eisenhower, at his press conference 
March 3, said he was ‘‘glad to state that Sen. (William 
F.) Knowland (R Calif.) has reported to me that effective 
steps are being taken by the Republican leadership to 
set up codes of fair procedures.’’ The President also 
said it ‘‘obviously’’ was Congress’ responsibility to see 
‘that its procedures are proper and fair’’ and added 
that he expected the GOP, as majority party, ‘‘to assume 
the primary responsibility in this respect.”’ 


Knowland and Ferguson met with chairmen of 10 of 
the Senate Committees, including McCarthy, March 3 
“to see if they had any suggestions about what might be 
done,’’ Ferguson said. One of the chairmen, William E. 
Jenner (R Ind.), head of the Rules Committee as well as 
of the Internal Security Subcommittee, called the meet- 
ing ‘‘much ado about nothing. The general consensus was 
that we could not do much,’’ he said. Knowland said any 
rules changes would depend on ‘‘consultation and discus- 
sions’’ in the various committees. ‘‘There is no au- 
thority in the Policy Committee to write rules,’’ he said, 
adding that he did not think it would be ‘“‘wise or desir- 
able to have the same set of standards for each com- 
mittee.’’ 


(For a summary of general rules and procedures of 
some investigating committees, see page 297.) 


CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFS 
SCREWS ON LABOR ? 


Sen. Matthew M, Neely (D W. Va.) told heads of the 
CIO Electrical Workers March 2 that Albert C. Beeson 
was named to the National Labor Relations Board ‘‘to 
put the screws on labor as they never have been put 
before,’’ (CQ Weekly Report, p. 217). 


Two other Democratic Senators Herbert H. Lehman 
(N.Y.) and John F. Kennedy (Mass.) -- joined Neely in 
telling leaders of the International Union of Electrical, 
Radio, and Machine Workers (CIO) that NLRB decisions 
may be of more import to the future of organized labor 
than proposed amendments to the Taft-Hartley Labor 
law. That’s why Democrats voted against confirmation 
of Beeson Lehman told the union representatives from 
24 states who met in Washington. 





FARM PRICES 


Sen. Richard B. Russell (D Ga.) March 2 disagreed 
with Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson's report 
to the President that the decline of farm prices had been 
halted. Russell supported Benson's action in cutting 
dairy supports. Sen. Mike Mansfield (D Mont.) March 2 
said Benson had shown ‘‘inconsistency’’ in cutting dairy 
props while advocating high supports for wool (see page 
289.) 








INCOME TAX EXEMPTIONS 


House Speaker Joseph W. Martin, Jr. (R Mass.) said 
March | the President is against reducing personal in- 
come taxes by increasing the individual exemptions at 
this time. Martin made the statement following the 
weekly White House meeting of GOP leaders. 
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Sen. John L. McClellan (D Ark.) said March 4 that 
Democratic Senators will battle to raise present income 
tax exemptions to $800 this year and $1,000 in later 
years. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 253) 





RED CHINA 


Rep. John W. McCormack (D Mass.) told the House 
March 3 he is ‘‘fearful there are enough votes’’ now in 
the United Nations to seat Communist China. He also 
called the upcoming Geneva conference a gain for Red 
China. 





PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 


Sen. George A. Smathers (D Fla.) and other Demo- 
cratic Senators said March 3 that the Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration failed to carry through legislation enacted 
by Congress in 1953 to authorize a $25 million appro- 
priation to provide federal loans for municipal con- 
struction projects. (P.L. 163, 83rd Congress). Smathers 
said the President failed to designate any agency to make 
the loans. Sen. Burnet R. Maybank (D S.C.) introduced a 
bill (S 3066) to designate the Housing and Home Finance 
Agency to make the loans, and to authorize $50 million 


for the program. 


CONGRESSIONAL QUOTES 


‘‘This general question of McCarthyism will proba- 
bly never reach a showdown until President Eisenhower 
finally takes a stand, and backs up that stand. I believe 
he must do this eventually. Why not now ?’’ -- Rep. 
Charles R. Howell (D N.J.) in his March 1 newsletter. 





‘*Let nobody kid you about Ike not being in command 
because he is really running the show in Washington.”’ -- 
Rep. James E. Van Zandt (R Pa.) in his Feb. 20 Wash- 
ington Letter. 





‘‘The most equitable way to reduce income taxes is 
to allow higher individual and dependents’’ exemptions. 
Accordingly I have introduced HF. 8116 to increase 
exemptions to $700 this year and $800 next year.’’ -- 
Rep. Samuel W. Yorty (D Calif.) in a speech inserted in 
the Congressional Record March 2. 





‘‘The Eisenhower Administration forces point out 
that it seems strange indeed that the very people who, 
over the years when they controlled the government, 
lowered personal exemptions...are now advocating in- 
creasing them when they are not directly responsible for 
the government’s fiscal situation.’’ -- Rep. Leslie C. 
Arends (R Ill.) in a March 4 news release. 


‘From 1939 to 1941 the average number of unem- 
ployed was 93 million. Today it is 2.4 million. While 
this is slightly higher than the way years, we still have 
60 million jobs filled in our country. We will attack this 
problem of unemployment...and bring about the full em; 
ployment.that we must have to keep our people and our 
nation prosperous.”’ -- Rep. Katharine St. George (R 
N.Y.) in her newsletter for the week of Feb. 28. 








No Uniform Rulebook 


COMMITTEES’ PROBE PROCEDURES VARY 


(The Senate Republican Policy Committee vote for 
a study of rules under which Congressional investigations 
are conducted (see page 295) brings attention to the 
variations, from committee to committee, in such pro- 
cedures. CQ has briefly summarized here some of the 
general rules, and methods of investigating committees.) 


On the conduct of investigations and committee 
procedures the Rules of the Senate and House leave con- 
siderable discretion to the committees themselves. 


Section 3 of Senate Rule XXV deals with quorums: 
No less than one-third of a Senate committee’s mem- 
bership may constitute 2 quorum for conducting busi- 
ness. But committees and subcommittees are authorized 
**to fix a lesser number than one-third’’ as a quorum 
for ‘‘taking sworn testimony.’’ (Criticism of ‘‘one-man 
subcommittees’’ conducting hearings has been voiced 
recently in Connection with Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy’s 
(R Wis.) investigation of the army.) 





Sections of the Legislative Reprganization Act of 
1946 have been incorporated into the Rules of the House 
and Senate. @n the matter of openand closed-door hear- 
ings, the rules of both houses include the following 
section of the Act (Sec. 133f): ‘‘All hearings conducted 
by standing committees or their subcommittees shall be 
open to the public, except executive sessions for mark- 
ing up bills or for voting or where the committee by a 
majority vote orders an executive session.”’ 


SUBPENA POWERS 


Sec. 134 (a) of the Act authorizes the Senate’s stand- 
ing committees and subcommittees ‘‘to hold such hear- 
ings, to sit and act at such times and places..., to require 
by subpena or otherwise the attendance of such witnesses 
and the production cf such...documents, to take such testi- 
mony...as it deems advisable.’’ 


The only standing committees of the House which the 
Rules authorize to use subpenas are the Appropriations, 
Government Operations and Un-American Activities. 
However, resolutions authorizing investigations frequently 
provide the committee chairmen with subpena powers. 
(Charges of abuse of the power have been made, notably 
in the subpenaing of former President Truman by Un- 
American Activities Chairman Harold H. Velde (R II.) -- 
see CQ Almanac, Vol. IX, 1953, p. 356). 


McC arthy’s Subcommittee, at its first organizing 
session on Jan. 14, 1953, adopted a set of rules of pro- 
cedure which were taken over, largely, from the previous 
investigating subcommittee. 


Two of the rules permit ‘‘any witness’’ to be accom- 
panied by counsel and allow those who are ‘‘subject of an 
investigation in public hearings’’ to submit written cross- 
examination questions of other witnesses. Rule 6 says: 
‘*All testimony taken in executive session shall be kept 
secret and will not be released... without the approval of a 
majority of the Subcommittee.’”’ 


When the three Democratic members of the Subcom- 
mittee announced Jan. 26 that they would resume their 
membership on the group (CQ Weekly Report, p. 130), it 
was on the basis of a four-point agreement made the 
previous day by the GOP members. One of the new 
procedures, McCarthy said, would permit a unanimous 
vote of the Democrats to block public hearings on an 
issue unless a majority of the full Government Opera- 
tions Committee overruled them. 


The Un-American Activities Committee has a set of 
rules, adopted July 1, 1953, which in part gives a witness 
the right to advice of counsel, provide that persons named 
at public hearings as subversive be informed of the fact 
and given a chance to appear before the Committee, and 
prohibit disclosure of any material in the Committee’s 
possession except by formal report approved by a ma- 
jority of the group. 


Another Cangressional group active in the investi- 
gative field, the House Committee on Government Opera- 
tions, also has lengthy rules governing ghe appearance of 
witnesses and the release of evidence taken in executive 
session. 3 


The Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, prober 
into subversive activities has no formal rules of pro- 
cedure. Chairman William E. Jenner (R Ind.) said March 
3 that ‘‘everybody gets fair play’’ at hearings of his group. 
(In its report on ‘‘Subversive Influence in the Educational 
Process,’’ issued July 17, 1953, the Subcommittee detailed 


its method in conducting hearings.) 


The Subcommittee’s parent group, the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, has only one formal procedural rule: That one 
Senator constitutes a quorum for taking testimony 
(Judiciary Chairman William Langer (R N.D.) was cri- 
ticized by majority leader William F. Knowland (R Calif.) 
Feb. 19 for placing in the public record unverified charges 
me ties Justice Earl Warren -- CQ Weekly Report, 
p. , 


UNIFORM CODE OF PROCEDURE 


Senate measures to get uniform rules of procedure 
adopted by committees are before the Rules Committee, 
which is chaired by Sen. Jenner. Most recent of these is 
S Con Res 64, introduced by Wayne Morse ({ Ore,) on Feb. 
24 (CQ Weekly Report, p. 263.) 


The Subcommittee on Legislative Procedure of the 
House Rules Committee, under Hugh D. Scott, Jr. (R Pa.), 
began hearings in 1953 on proposals to change committee 
rules. Continued in 1954, the last of the public hearings 
is scheduled for March 9. Among the 15 measures under 
consideration by the Subcommittee ts H Res 447, intro- 
duced by Scott Feb. 17, which would apply stringent rules 
of procedure to all House committees and provide for 
censure or punishment by the House of a Member who 
ates cet disclosures.’"’ (CQ Weekly Report, 
p. Pe 
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Ka (FEB. 26-MARCH 4) political notes 





PERESS CONTROVERSY 


Republican leaders commented on ‘‘the Peress case’’ 
controversy. (CQ Weekly Report, pp. 256-8.) Meanwhile, 
a meeting, stemming from the controversy, of Secretary 
of The Army Robert T. Stevens with Sen. Joseph R. 
McCarthy’s (R Wis.) Senate Permanent Investigations 
Subcommittee again was postponed (see page 293). 


After a conference with President Eisenhower, 
Chairman Leonard W. Hall of the Republican National 
Committee said March 2 that ‘‘I can’t go along’’ with 
Sen. McCarthy when he criticizes persons ‘‘fighting 
communism just as conscientiously as he is.’’ 


Reminded that he had said McCarthy was an ‘‘asset’’ 
to the GOP, Hall said that he had held that opinion but 
‘I don’t like the situation as it developed last week . 
Any internal bickering is harmful’’ to the Party. 


Sen. McCarthy said March 2 that it was ‘rather ob- 
vious’’ that he and Hall differed on some phases of the 
investigation of Communists. He said he was “about 
ready to call a moratorium’’ on statements between 
‘*me and those who disagree with me.’’ 


PRESIDENT’S COMMENT 


At a news conference March 3, President Eisen- 
hower gave his ‘‘unqualified support”’’ to federal officials 
who insist that their subordinates ‘be treated fairly’’ by 
Congressional probers. In a prepared statement the 
President, by indirection, gave his views on the dispute 
between Secretary Stevens and Sen. McCarthy over the 
Senator’s questioning of Brig. Gen. Ralph W. Zwicker. 


McCarthy responded with a statement that he and 
the President agree on ‘‘the necessity of getting rid of 
Communists’’ and ‘‘disagree only on how we should 
handle those who protect Communists.’’ McCarthy said 
he intended to expose any ‘‘stupid, arrogant or witless 
man...found aiding the Communist Party,’’ even though 
the man was a general. 


Mr. Eisenhower had specifically praised Gen. 
Zwicker’s record, though he said that the Army ‘‘made 
serious errors in handling the (Major Irving) Peress 
case.’’ No government employee, he said, should have to 
‘‘submit to any kind of personal humiliation when testify- 
ing before Congressional committees.’’ The President 
asked for methods of ‘‘justice and fair play’’ in opposing 
communism, and mutual “respect and courtesy’’ in rela- 
tions between the executive branch and Congress. 


McCarthy’s statement said ‘‘this silly tempest ina 
teapot arose because we dared to bring to light the...facts 
about a Fifth Amendment Army Communist officer who 
was promoted...and given an honorable discharge with the 
full knowledge of all concerned that he was a member of 
the Communist Party. It now appears he was a sacred 
cow of certain Army brass.”’ (The Army has said that 
Peress, a dentist commissioned as an officer under the 
doctors’ draft law, failed to fill out a loyalty oath but could 
not be given a dishonorable discharge because he com- 
mitted no crime.) 
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INVITATION DECLINED 


Democratic National Chairman Stephen A. Mitchell 
on Feb. 26 said that he would not attend a St. Patrick’s 
dinner in Chicago on March 17 at which McCarthy is the 
scheduled speaker because ‘‘I will not break bread with 
a man who has borne false witness against 30 million 
Americans.’’ Mitchell said McCarthy had called the 
Democratic Party the party of treason. (CQ Weekly Re- 
port, p. 195) 


WILL AVOID PRIMARIES 


Sen. McCarthy announced Feb. 25 that he does not 
intend to participate in any Republican primary election 
contests this year. Robert L. Jones, generally regarded 
as a friend of McCarthy, and Sen. Margaret Chase Smith 
(R Maine), a McCarthy critic, are engaged in a primary 
contest in Maine. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 265) 


DINNER LISTS 


A list of persons attending Democratic Jefferson- 
Jackson Day fund-raising dinners reportediy was being 
checked for names of employees of the Department of 
Agriculture. Assistant Secretary Ross Rizley said at- 
tendance at the dinners would not mean anything ‘‘as 
such’’ unless an employee is already under scrutiny. 
Then it might be ‘‘another count in an indictment,’’ 
Rizley stated. 





State Roundup 


ALABAMA: At the March 1 filing deadline four men 
were in the Senate race including Sen. John J. Sparkman 
(D Ala.), seeking re-election and Rep. Laurie C. Battle 
(D Ala.), Rear Admiral John G. Crommelin (ret.) and 
William C. Irby Sr., Jacksonville attorney...In the Fourth 
Congressional District, Tarver Rountree, Jr., Feb. 27 
filed for Congress, to oppose Rep. Kenneth A. _ Roberts 
(D Ala.), seeking re-election. Rountree, 29, is aSelma 
attorney. 





former U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia, filed 
March 1 for the Sixth Congressional District...Henry R. 
Hergenroeder, Loyola professor, announced Feb. 25 that 
he will again seek the Democratic nomination for Con- 
gress from the Seventh district. He lost out in the 1952 
primary....Gov. Theodore R. McKeldin (R Md.) March 2 
signed a measure requiring local and state government 
agencies to conduct open meetings. 

MICHIGAN: Albert J. Engel, Jr., son of the late Con- 
gressman, announced March 3 that he is candidate for the 
Ninth District seat now held by Rep. Ruth Thompson (R 
Mich.), who succeeded the elder Engel in 1950. 








MISSOURI: Rep. Leonor Sullivan (D Mo.) announced 
Feb. 25 that she is candidate for a second term. She 
represents the Third (St. Louis) District. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Sen. Matthew M. Neely (D W. Va.) 


Feb. 22 announced his candidacy for re-election. 





a) 


Mss the executive branch 








Departments, Agencies 
AMERIC ANS IN KASHMIR 


Henry Suydam, State Department press officer, 
said March 1 that no immediate action was planned an 
Indian Prime Minister Nehru’s demand, delivered to the 
Indian Parliament the same day, that U.S. members of 
the United Nations cease-fire team in Kashmir be with- 
drawn. Nehru said the U.S. no longer can be considered 
‘‘neutral,’’ since it has decided to give military aid to 
Pakistan. (CQ Weekly Report, p. 267.) Suydam said 
action would depend on the UN. 


Nehru also objected to testimony by Assistant Sec- 
retary of State Walter S. Robertson before the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Departments of State, 
Justice and Commerce Jan. 26. In testimony made pub- 
lic Feb. 23, Robertson replied, ‘‘Yes, exactly,’’ when 
Rep. Frederic R. Coudert, Jr. (R N.Y.) asked whether 
‘‘the United States is undertaking to maintain for an in- 
definite period of years American dominance in the Far 
East.’’ 





Feb. 27, several Members of Congress endorsed 
President Eisenhower’s assurance to Nehru that the 
U.S. would act to ‘‘thwart’’ any use of American aid for 
‘‘aggression.’’ Rep. Walter H. Judd (R Minn.) called the 
President’s letter to Nehru a ‘‘very important declara- 
tion’’ of a ‘‘policy long understood by Congress.’’ 


Nehru told Parliament Indians would be ‘‘hypocritics” 
to accept military aid as offered by Mr. Eisenhower, 
after objecting to aid for Pakistan. 


McLEOD JOB TRIMMED 


Secretary of State John Foster Dulles March 1 
stripped Scott McLeod of authority over State Depart- 
ment personnel. McLeod remained as Administrator of 
the Bureau of Inspection, Security and Consular Affairs. 
Assistant Secretary of State Edward T. Wailes assumed 
responsibility for personnel. 


March 2, Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy (R Wis.) said he 
will request an explanation of the reorganization because 
*‘this will make it infinitely more difficult for McLeod 
to do a good job’’ on security. Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey 
(D Minn.) proposed that Dulles testify before the Foreign 
Relations Committee on McLeod's past and future 
activities. 





Jan. 25 McLeod had told the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Departments of State, Justice and Com- 
merce that ‘‘security and personnel are inseparable 
functions.’’ 


HUMPHREY ON TAX CUTS 


Secretary of the Treasury George M. Humphrey Feb. 
28 said that, barring a ‘‘drastic’’ change in the economy, 
he would urge President Eisenhower to veto any bill in- 
creasing personal-income tax exemptions. (CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 253.) 





Eisenhower Meets Press 


In his 29th news conference President Eisenhower 
March 3, called it ‘‘unfortunate when we are diverted 
from.. vigilance against...subversion...through disre- 
gard of the standards of fair play...’ He praised Brig. 
Gen. Ralph W. Zwicker, and conceded that the Army 
had committed ‘‘serious errors’’ in handling the case 
of Maj. Irving Peress. (See page 298.) 


Mr. Eisenhower also: 


Declared department heads, not others, bear re- 
sponsibility for administrative assignments such as 
that concerning Scott McLeod of the State Department 
(see adjoining column) 

Expressed pleasure at the Senate’s rejection of 
S J Res 1, the Bricker amendment (see page 282) 

Inferentially supported Secretary of the Treasury 
George M, Humphrey’s statement opposing across-the- 
board cuts of excise taxes 

Declined to declare himself on the issue of out- 
lawing the Communist Party 

Reiterated that he had never called separated 
federal employees subversive, but said he believed the 
2,427 all were bad security risks (see page 290) 

Maintained his opposition to a compulsory fair 
employment practices commission 

Promised recommendations on wool tariffs soon, 
perhaps within the week 

Declined to comment on a suggestion that service- 
men suspected of subversion be placed in labor camps. 











In a television interview, Humphrey also opposed 
any ‘‘across the board’’ cut in excise taxes, but said he 
would accept selective excise reductions. He said House 
Speaker Joseph W. Martin, Jr. (R Mass.) had suggested 
a flat 50 per cent cut. 


CONFIRMATIONS 


The Senate has confirmed: 


Earl Warren of California, Chief Justice of the 
United States, March 1 

Henry F. Holland of Texas, Assistant Secretary of 
State for Inter-American Affairs, March 1 

Roswell Burchard Perkins of New York, Assistant 
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, March 1. 


NOMINATIONS 
President Eisenhower has nominated: 


J. Ernest Wilkins of Illinois, Assistant Secretary of 
Labor, March 4. 
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Gh —— late developments 





Late developments of the week ending March 5, 
briefly reported on this page, will be covered in appro- 
priate sections of the March 12 Weekly Report. 


Floor Action 
APPROPRIATIONS 


The House March 5 passed by voice vote the State- 
Justice-Commerce Departments Appropriation bill 
(HR 8067) for fiscal 1955 with a money total of 
$1,168,988,000. Prior to passage, the House adopted 
an amendment to provide $40 million for air carrier 
subsidies on a 264-105 roll-call vote. (See story page 
283.) 


CCC LOANS 


The House March 5 completed Congressional action 
on a bill (HR 7339) increasing the borrowing authority 
of the Commodity Credit Corporation by $1,750,000 ,000, 
to continue the farm price support program through 1954. 
The House adopted provisions contained in a similar 
measure (8 2714) passed by the Senate March 3. (For 
story, see page 284.) 


Committees 
EXCISE TAXES 


The House Rules Committee March 5 cleared to the 
House floor for action March 10 a bill (HR 8224) to cut 
excise taxes by about $912 million a year. The propo- 
sal also would cancel indefinitely about $1,070,000 ,000 
in scheduled reductions in taxes on liquor, cigarettes, 
automobiles, gasoline, trucks and buses, beer and wine. 
The Ways and Means Committee unanimously approved 
the bil) March 4 (see page 288). 


HOUSING 


T. B. King, head of the Veterans Administration 
loan diviston, March 5 outlined for the House Banking 
and Currency Committee a new GI loan program to help 
veterans expand or modernize their homes. The Commit- 
tee has begun hearings on HR 7839, the Administration's 
Housing Bill (see page 291). King advocated letting the 
present $7,500 maximum loan guarantee to veterans apply 
to loans for alterations and repairs as well as purchase 
of a new home. 


Other Developments 
FOREIGN AID 


President Eisenhower March 5 ordered continuance 
of U.S, aid to Denmark, France, Italy, Norway and the 
United Kingdom despite shipments of strategic materials 
by those countries to Iron Curtain nations. In a report to 
Congress, required under the Mutual Assistance Control 
Act of 1951, the President said ‘‘the cessation of aid 
would clearly be detrimental to the security of the United 
States.’’ 
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STATUS OF MAJOR LEGISLATION 


This chart traces through March5, 1954 the advancement toward a 
final decision of these major legislative proposals: 


— ——~ 





Passed | Reported | Passed 
House | in Senate| Senate 


Reported 


in House Enacted 


Bills 





6/26/53 2/24/54 


4+—— —— 4 


Statehood for Alaska 








Statehood for Hawaii 3/3/53 13/10/53) 1/27/54 





Increase Salaries of 


Congress, Fed. Judges 5/12/53 





Immunity of Cong. 


witnesses 4/20/53 |7/9/53 





Raise legal debt limit | 7/31/53)7/31/53 








St. Lawrence Seaway 2/19/54 6/16/53 |1/20/54 





Re- 
jected 
2/26/54 


Restrict executive 
treaty powers 


(Bricker Amendment) 6/15/53 








South Korean Mutual 
Defense Pact 
A asia 
Treasury-Post Office 
Appropriation 


1/21/54 


—-—-— +f - +—-— + 


1/26/54} 2/5/54 


—EE 


2/16/54) 2/18/54 





State, Justice, Com- 
jmeres Appropriation 


Excise Tax Reduction 


2/25/54 
3/4/54 


/5/54 
—_—}- 





























McCARTHY - BENTON 


Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy (R Wis.) March 6 dropped 
his $2 million libel and slander suit against former Sen. 
William Benton (D Conn.). He said the case was with- 
drawn because his lawyers could find no one who believed 
Benton’s statements about him and it would be a ‘‘waste’’ 
to go to trial unless he could show he was damaged. 
Benton said the case was dropped because McCarthy 
‘refuses to face examination’’ in court and because 
McCarthy ‘could never hav? won it because I told the 
truth about him and he knew it.”’ 


CASE IN NEW JERSEY RACE 


Former Rep. Clifford P. Case (R N.J.) announced 
March 5 that he would enter the New Jersey Republican 
primary as a candidate for the Senate. He will oppose 
Sen. Robert C. Hendrickson (R N.J.) who seeks re-elect- 
ion and Walter T. Margetts, Jr., former state treasurer. 
Case announced at the same time his resignation as pres- 
ident of the Fund for the Republic, a Ford Foundatton 
project. 





WILSON VS. McCARTHY 


Defense Secretary Charles E. Wilson March 4 
called ‘‘tommyrot’’ a charge by Sen. Joseph R. Mc- 
Carthy (R Wis.) that the army is coddling Communists 
(see page 298). McCarthy replied, ‘‘No one has ever 
claimed that the Army as such is coddling Communists. 
However, it has been established behond any possibility 
of a doubt, by sworn testimony, that certain individuals in 
the Army have been protecting, promoting, covering up 
and honorably discharging known Communists.’’ 








summary of 


legislation (APPENDIX) 





Bills Acted On 


EXPLANATORY NOTE: Bills and resolutions which during this period 
have been approved and reported by committees to the floor of either 
house, or have been passed by either house, are listed below in numeri- 
cal order. The summary gives, in order listed, number of bill, de- 
scription, sponsor, nature and date of action. Action was by voice vote 
unless other wise indicated. 





Simple resolutions (S Res or H Res) are completed when adopted by 
the chamber in which they originate. They do not become law. 


Concurrent resolutions (S Con Res or H Con Res) are completed 
when adopted by both houses. They do not become law. 


Joint resolutions (S J Res or H J Res) and bills (S or HR) must be 
passed by both houses and are then sent to the President. They become 
law when signed by the President, or become law without his signature 
after 10 days, unless he vetoes. 


CQ’s Summary Of Legislation appears weekly while Congress is in 
session, aS an appendix at the back of CQ Weekly Report. Pages are 
numbered consecutively throughout the year and to distinguish appendix 
pages from other Weekly Report pages, each appendix page number is 
preceeded by an A. 


Sent to President 


S 1160. Authorize Secretary of Interior to convey certain land to the 
city of Tucson, Ariz. GOLDWATER (R Ariz.). Senate Interior and 
Insular Affairs reported July 29. Passed Senate August 1, 1953. 
House Interior and Insular Affairs reported Feb. 17, 1954. Passed 
House on consent calendar March 1. 

8 2175. Make certain provisions re retirement of employees in the 
legislative branch. SMITH (R Maine.). Senate Government Opera- 
tions reported June 22. Passed Senate July 17, 1953. House Post 
Office and Civil Service reported Jan. 27, 1954. Passed House on 
consent calendar, amended, Feb. 2. House adopted conference re- 
port Feb. 17. Senate adopted conference report, 61-30, Feb. 26 

HR 5773. Make certain provisions re refund of certain insurance 
premiums. BONTN (R Pa.). House Veterans Affairs reported June 
25. Passed House, amended, on consent calendar July 20, 1953. 
Senate Finance reported Feb. 23, 1954. Passed Senate on call of 
calendar March 2. 

HR 6130. Permit a first preference for former owners of dwellings 
sold under Lanham War Housing Act. St. GEORGE (R N.Y.). House 
Banking and Currency reported July 27. Passed House on consent 
calendar July 30, 1953. Senate Banking and Currency reported Feb 
26, 1954. Passed Senate on call of calendar March 1 

HR 8069. Extend from March 1, 1954 to March 1, 1955 the time for the 
final report and expiration of the Commission on Intergovernmental 
Relations. HALLECK (R Ind.). Passed House, Feb. 25. Passed 
Senate March 1. 


Senate Bills and Resolutions 
FLOOR ACTION IN EITHER HOUSE 


S 215. Provide for compensation of certain persons whose lands have 
been flooded and damaged by reason of fluctuations in the water 
level of the Lake of the Woods. HUMPHREY (D Minn.). Senate 
Public Works reported Feb. 19. Passed Senate on call of calendar 
March 2 

8 546. Provide payment for losses due to lowering of water level re- 
sulting from construction of Cold Brook Dam, 8.D. CASE (R S.D.) 
Senate Public Works reported Feb. 19. Passed Senate on call of 
calendar March 2. 

S 897. Extend the time for making application for terminal-leave pay 
under the Armed Forces Leave Act of 1946. JOHNSON (D Colo.) 
Senate Armed Services reported Feb. 25. Passed Senate on call of 
calendar March 2. 

8 1691. Authorize the Potomac Electric Power Co. to construct, main- 
tain, and operate certain railroad tracks and related facilities. 
CASE (R §.D.). Senate District of Columbia reported June 4, 1953. 
Passed Senate on call of calendar March 1, 1954 

S 2040. Define service as a member of the Women's Army Auxiliary 
Corps as active military service under certain conditions. SALTON- 
STALL (R Mass.). Senate Armed Services reported Feb. 25. Passed 
Senate on call of calendar March 2. 


& 2120. Authorize the Maine-New Hampshire Interstate Bridge Authority 
to reconstruct the toll bridge across the Piscataqua River at Ports- 
mouth, N.H. BRIDGES (P N.H.). Senate Public Works reported Feb. 
19. Passed Senate on call of calendar March 2. 

& 2247. Authorize certain members of the armed forces to accept and 
wear decorations of certain foreign nations. SALTONSTALL (R 
Mass.). Senate Armed Services reported Feb. 25. Passed Senate 
on call of calendar March 2 

S 2405. Provide for exchange of quarantine station, Marcus Hook, Pa. 
MARTIN (R Pa.), DUFF (R Pa.). Senate Public Works reported 
Feb. 19. Passed Senate on call of calendar March 2. 

S 2698. Provide for an additional judge for the southern district of 
Mississippi. EASTLAND (D Miss.). Senate Judiciary reported Feb 
15. Passed Senate on call of calendar March 1. 

S 2773. Amend act providing for transportation and distribution of 
mails on motor vehicle routes. CARLSON (R Kan.). Senate Post 
Office and Civil Service reported Feb. 15. Passed Senate on cali 
of calendar March 1. 

S 2845. Increase funds for purchase of metal for minor coins. CAPE- 
HART (R Ind.). Senate Banking and Currency reported March 1. 
Passed Senate on call of calendar March 2. 

S 2846. Amend the Securities Act of 1953, the Securities Exchange Act 
of 1934, and certain other acts to preserve existing statutory re- 
sponsibilities and liabilities of sellers of securities to purchasers. 
CAPEHART (R Ind.). Senate Banking and Currency reported Feb. 
26. Passed Senate on call of calendar March 2. 

S 2937. Extend the period in which the families of veterans and service- 
men may be admitted to low-rent housing without meeting the re- 
quirements of certain sections of the Housing Act of 1937. SPARK- 
MAN (D Ala.). Senate Banking and Currency reported Feb, 26. 
Passed Senate on call of calendar March 1 

SJ Res 1. Propose an amendment to the Constitution re the making of 
treaties and executive agreements. BRICKER (R Ohio) and other 
Senators. Senate Judiciary reported June 15, 1953. Senate rejected, 
61-30 (failed to receive necessary two thirds), Feb. 26, 1954. 

SJ Res 34. Permit certain citizens of Thailand to receive instruction 
at the U.S, Military Academy. GREEN (D R.1.). Senate Armed 
Services reported July 23. Passed Senate July 24, 1953. House 
Armed Services reported Feb. 17, 1954. Passed House, amended, 
on consent calendar March 1. 

S Res 196. Increase by $10,000 the limit of expenditures by the Benate 
Interior and Insular Affairs Committee. BUTLER (R Neb.). Senate 
Interior and Insular Affairs reported Jan. 26. Referred to Senate 
Rules and Administration Feb. 1. Senate Rules and Administration 
reported Feb. 24. Senate adopted March 2 

8 Res 215. Extend to March 15, 1954, the time within which the Judiciary 
Committee may file a preliminary report on its investigation of 
juvenile delinquency. HENDRICKSON (R N.J.). Senate Judiciary re- 
ported Feb. 24. Senate adopted March 2 


COMMITTEE ACTION IN EITHER HOUSE 


§ 50. Admit Alaska into the Union on an equal basis with the other states 
MURRAY (D Mont.) and other Senators. Senate Interior and Insular 
Affairs reported Feb. 24 

S 2111. Permit the flying of the U.S. flag for 24 hours each day in Flag 
House Square, Baltimore Md. BUTLER (R Md.). Senate Judiciary 
reported July 13. Passed Senate on call of calendar July 16, 1953. 
House Judiciary reported Feb. 25, 1954 

§ 2244. Provide for promotion by merit of postal service employees and 
establish uniform procedures for examination and appointment of 
candidates for promotion to supervisory positions. PURTELL (R 
Conn.). Senate Post Office and Civil Service reported March 2 

& 2844. Make permanent certain banking transactions by U.S. disbursing 
officers, CAPEHART (R Ind.). Senate Banking and Currency re- 
ported March 2 


House Bills and Resolutions 
FLOOR ACTION IN EITHER HOUSE 


HR 232. Provide for the conveyance to the State of Indiana of certain 
real property situated in Marton County, Ind. BROWNSON (R Ind.). 
House Government Operations reported Feb. 17. * assed House on 
consent calendar March 1 

HR 1433. Prevent retroactive checkage of retired pay in the cases of 
certain enlisted men and warrant officers appointed or advanced to 
commission rank, or grade, under the act of July 24, 1941. VAN 
ZANDT (R Pa.). House Armed Services reported Feb. 16 
Passed House on consent calendar March 1 
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HR 1570. Permit the Territory of Alaska to lease for 55 years instead 
of the present 10 years, public lands reserved for educational pur- 
poses. BARTLETT (D Alaska). House Interior and Insular Affairs 
reported Feb. 17. Passed House on consent calendar March 1. 

HR 2567. Amend act of July 26, 1947 re relief of certain disbursing 
officers, REED (R Il.). House Judiciary reported March 5. Passed 
House, amended, on consent calendar March 16, 1953. Senate 
Judiciary reported Feb. 15, 1954. Passed Senate amended on cal! of 
calendar March 2. 

HR 2683. Extend authority of the Secretary of Interior to provide public 
works and enter into agreements with applicants under the Alaska 
Public Works ct of 1950. BARTLETT (D Alaska). House Interior 
and Insular Affairs reported Feb. 16. Passed House on consent 
calendar March 1. 

HR 2848, Place the wharves and landings constructed or controlled by 
the Republic of Hawaii completely under the Territorial government. 
FARRINGTON (R Hawaii). House Interior and Insular Affairs re- 
ported Feb. 16. Passed House on consent calendar March 1. 

HR 2984, Prohibit reduction of any rating of total disability or perma- 
nent total disability for compensation, pension, or insurance pur- 
poses which has been in effect for 20 or more years. SECRE (D 
Ohio). House Veterans Affairs reported June 10. Passed House on 
consent calendar July 20; 1953. Senate Finance reported Feb. 24, 
1954. Passed Senate amended on call of calendar March 2. 

HR 3413. Grant oli and gas in lands on the Fort Peck Indian Reservation 
to certain individual Indians. D'EWART (R Mont,). House Interior 
and Insular Affairs reported Feb. 12. Passed House on consent 
calendar March 1. 

HR 5627. Increase limitation on the total sums expended annually for 
graduate study for professional personne! of the National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics. SHORT (R Mo.). House Armed Services 
reported Feb. 16. Passed House on consent calendar March lL, 

HR 7402. Provide for the conveyance of certain real property to the city 
of St. Joseph, Mich. HOFFMAN (R Mich.). House Government 
Operations reported Feb. 17. Passed House on consent calendar 
March 1. 

HR 7541. Promote the national defense by including a representative of 
the Defense Department as a member of the National Advisory C om- 
mittee for Aeronautics. SHORT (R Mo.). House Armed Services 
reported Feb. 16. Passed House on consent calendar March 1. 

HR 7996. Make supplemental appropriations for fiscal year ending June 
30, 1954. TABER (R N.Y.), House Appropriations reported Feb. 19. 
Passed House Feb. 23, Senate Appropriations reported Feb. 25 
Passed Senate amended March 2. 

H J Res 355. Make certain provisions re the supplying of agricultural 
workers from the Republic of Mexico. HOPE (R Kan.). House 
Agriculture reported Feb. 12. Passed House March 2. 

H Res 400, Authorize the House Un-American Activities Committee to 
expend $275,000 in new funds. VELDE (R Iil.), House Adminis- 
tration reported Feb, 25, House adopted, 363-1, Feb. 25, 

H Res 419. Provide additional funds of $100,000 for the Public Accounts 
Subcommittee of the House Government Operations Committee 
BENDER (R Ohio). House Administration reported Feb. 25. House 
recom mitted to committee on division vote, 123-84, Feb. 25. 


COMMITTEE ACTION IN EITHER HOUSE 


HR 1067. Authorize the U.S. Supreme Court to make and publish rules 
for procedure on review of decisions of the U.S. Tax Court. REED 
(R Tl.). House Judiciary reported March 2. 

HR 4481. Authorize enrolled members of Gros Ventre and Assinniboine 
Tribes of the Fort Belknap Reservation, Mont., to acquire interests 
in tribal lands of the reservation. D'EWART (R Mont.). House [n- 
terior and Insular Affairs reported March 1. 

HR 4721, Exempt the Ow! Creek unit of the Missouri Basin project from 
the excess-land provisions of the federal reclamation laws. 
HARRISON (R Wyo.). House Interior and Insular Affairs reported 
Feb. 25. 

HR 5509. Amend the Army-Navy Medical Services Corps Act of 1947 re 
percent of colonels in the Medical Service Corps, Regular Army. 
House 4 rmed Services reported July 14. Passed Liouse on consent 
calendar July 20, 1953. Senate Armed Services reported Feb. 25. 

HR 6052. Make certain revisions in postal rates. REES (R Kan.) House 
Post Office and Civil Service reported Feb, 25. 

HR 6154, Authorize payment of salaries and expenses of officials of the 
Fort Peck Tribe. D'EWART (R Mont.). House Interior and Insular 
Affairs reported Feb. 25, 

HR 7339, Increase the borrowing power of the Commodity Credit C or - 
poration. WOLCOTT (R Mich.). House Banking and Currency re- 
ported March 1. 

HR 8045. Direct the Secretary of the Army to convey certain land located 
in Windsor Locks Conn., to the state of Connecticut. SADLAK (R 
Conn.). House Public Works reported March 2. 
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HR 8067. Make appropriations for the Departments of State, Justice, 
and Commerce for fiscal 1955. CLEVENGER (R Ohio). House 
Appropriations reported Feb. 25. 

H Res 438. Provide for an investigation and study of the subverston and 
destruction of free institutions and human liberties in certain areas 
controlled directly or indirectly by world communism. KERSTEN 
(R Wis.). House Rules reported Feb. 25. 


Bills Introduced 


Bills listed by CQ are arranged according to subject matter. To 
find out whether a specific bill was introduced, check through the cate- 
gory which covers the subject matter of that bill. (For listing of cate- 
gories see CQ Weekly Report, p. A-2.) 


Within each category are Senate bills in alphabetical order of 
sponsor's name, followed by House bills in alphabetical order of spon- 
sor’s name. Bills are described as follows: Sponsor's name, bill 
number, date introduced, brief description of provisions and committee 
to which bill was assigned. 


Bills sponsored by more than one Senator are listed under the first 
sponsor, with additional sponsors listed in alphabetical order. All such 
multiple sponsored bills are marked by an asterisk (*). To check all 
bills introduced by a particular Senator, look for his name under each 
of the subject categories and subdivisions thereof, and check all bills 
marked with an asterisk. 


In the House identical bills are sponsored by several Members but 
each bill has only one sponsor and one number. Insuch cases only the 
first bill introduced -- that with the lowest bill number -- is described 
in full. Bills introduced subsequently during the period and identical in 
nature are cited back to the earliest bill. 


Agriculture 


AIKEN (R Vt.) S 3052.....3/2/54. Make provision for setting aside of 
$2) billion worth of wheat, cotton, cottonseed oil and dairy products 
to exclude them from the computation as ‘‘carry-over’’ in determ- 
ining the price support level for such commodity. Agriculture 

*CLEMENTS (D Ky.), Cooper (R Ky.), Hennings (D Mo.) S 3050 3/1/54. 
Amend Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938, as amended, to increase 
the penalty rate on tobacco marketed in excess of acreage allot- 
ments, Agriculture. 

EASTLAND (D Miss.) S 3015.....2/25/54. Provide that the price of 
whole milk, butterfat and their products shall be supported at 90 
per cent of parity until April 1, 1955. Agriculture. 

*ELLENDER (D La.), Holland (D Fla.), Long (D La.), Smathers (D Fla.) 

S 3019.....2/25/54. Amend the Sugar Act of 1948, as amended, to 
increase the mainland cane sugar quota 100,000 tons. Finance. 

*HILL (D Ala.), Clements (D Ky.), Fulbright (D Ark.), Morse (I Ore.) 

S 3044 3/1/54. Provide adequate diets for the unemployed and 
their families in distress areas of unemployment. Agriculture. 

HUMPHREY (D Minn.) § 3020.....2/25/54, Authorize the President to 
use agricultural commodities to improve the foreign relations of the 
U.S., and to relieve famine. Agriculture. 

HUMPHREY (D Minn.) S 3049.....3/1/54. Authorize the Secretary of 
Agriculture to establish policies and programs for the use of acreage 
diverted from production by acreage allotments. Agriculture. 

THYE (R Minn.) S 3036 2/26/54. Require the Secretary of Agri- 
culture to establish programs for the use of acreage diverted from 
production by the establishment of acreage allotments. Agriculture 


ANDERSEN (R Minn.) HR 8117 3/1/54. Amend Agricultural Act of 
1949 re the donation of food commodities. Agriculture. 

BOGGS (D La.) HR 8072.....2/25/54. Amend the Sugar Act of 1948, as 
amended, to apportion by raw value weight the domestic sugar - 
producing areas. Agriculture. 

FOGARTY (D R.L.) HR 8077 2/25/54. Provide for the distribution of 
certain surplus commodities to needy persons in the U.S. by use of 
a food stamp plan. Agriculture. 

GEORGE (R Kan.) HR 8122 3/1/54. Similar to Talle (R Iowa) HR 
8098. 

HAYS (D Ohio) HR 8124 3/1/54. Similar to Talle (R Iowa) HR 8098. 

HESELTON (R Mass.) HR 8178.....3/2/54. Similar to Andersen (R 
Minn.) HR 8117. 

HORAN (R Wash.) HR 8118 
HR 8117. 

JOHNSON (R Calif.) HR 8164.....3/2/54. Amend the Agricultural Adjust - 
ment Act to exempt certain marketing regulations, when issued 
after the beginning of the marketing season of the particular com- 
modity, from certain formal requirements of notice and publication. 
Agriculture. 


3/1/54. Similar to Andersen (R Minn.) 





McMILLAN (D 8.C.) HR 8168.....3/2/54. Amend the Agricultural Act 
of 1949 to authorize disposal of surplus farm products to federal, 
state, and local hospitals and penal and correctional institutions. 
Agriculture. 

PHILLIPS (R Calif.) HR 8090.....2/25/54. Acquire and diffuse useful 
information re agriculture in foreign countries and re the market - 
ing of American agricultural commodities and their products, out - 
side the U.S., and authorize the creation of an Agricultural Foreign 
Service in the Department of Agriculture. Agriculture. 

POLK (D Ohio) HR 8179.....3/2/54. Similar to Talle (R Iowa) HR 8098. 

ROGERS (D Fla.) HR 8172 3/2/54. Similar to Boggs (D La.) HR 
8072. 

TALLE (R lowa) HR 8096.....2/25/54. Amend Agricultural Act of 1949 
to provide a limitation on the downward adjustment of price sup- 
ports for milk and butterfat and their products. Agriculture. 

TOLLEFSON (R Wash.) HR 8099.....2/25/54. Similar to Talle (R 
Iowa) HR 8098. 

WATTS (D Ky.) HR 8135.....3/1/54. Amend the Agricultural Adjust - 
ment Act of 1938, as amended, to increase the penalty for raising 
tobacco in excess of acreage allotments. Agriculture. 

WHARTON (R N.Y.) HR 8100 2/25/54. Amend Agricultural Act of 
1949 to provide for the sale of surplus feed grains to farmers for 
feeding purposes. Agriculture. 

WHITTEN (D Miss.) HR 8174 3/2/54. Similar to Phillips (R Calif.) 
HR 8090. 

WILLIS (D La.) HR 8101 
8072. 


2/25/54. Similar to Boggs (D La.) HR 


Appropriations 


CLEVENGER (R Ohio) HR 8067.....2/25/54. Make appropriations for the 
Departments of State, Justice, and Commerce, and the U.S. Infor- 
mation Agency, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1955. Appropri- 
ations. 


Education and Welfore 
HOUSING AND SCHOOLS 


BAILEY (D W. Va.) HR 8175..... 3/2/54. Reduce the percentage of the 
total number of children in average daily attendance of a local edu- 
cational agency required to determine the amount of financial 
assistance in areas affected by federal! activities. Labor. 

ELLIOTT (D Ala.) HR 8158 3/2/54. Continue authority to make 
funds available for loans and grants under title V of the Housing Act 
of 1949, as amended. Banking and Currency. 

ELLIOTT (D Ala.) HR 8159 3/2/54. Amend the U.S. Housing Act of 
1937 to extend for five years the period in which the families of 
veterans and servicemen may be admitted to low-rent housing with- 
out meeting the requirements of that Act. Banking and Currency. 

FRIEDEL (D Md.) HR 8078.....2/25/54. Amend the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act to provide that revenues under its provisions 
shall be used as grants-in-aid of primary, secondary, and higher 
education. Judiciary. 

ROGERS (R Mass.) (by request) HR 8133.....3/1/64. Provide that cer- 
tain payments to local educativnal agencies in areas affected by 
federal activities shall be measured by average daily membership 
in schools of such agencies rather than by average daily attendance 
Labor. 


SAFETY AND HEALTH 


BUTLER (R Neb.). S 3037 2/26/54. Amend 37 Stat. 512, to provide 
for the commitment and care of the mentally ill of Alaska. Interior. 

POTTER (R Mich.) S 3039.....3/1/54. Amend the grant provisions of 
the Vocational Rehabilitation Act to maintain vocational rehabilita- 
tion in the states and to extend and improve the program. Labor. 


PATTERSON (R Conn.) HR 8170 3/2/54. Require inside latches on 
doors of household refrigerators shipped in interstate commerce. 
Commerce. 

WOLVERSON (R N.J.) HR 8149.....3/2/54. Provide assistance to the 
states for surveying the need for diagnostic or treatment centers, 
hospitals for the chronically ill and impaired, rehabilitation facil- 
ities and nursing homes, and provide assistance in constructing 
such fatilities through grants to public and nonprofit agencies. 
Commerce. 


SOCIAL SECURITY 


GOLDEN (R Ky.) HR 8079.....2/25/54. Amend the Social Security Act 
to provide old-age insurance benefits for certain disabled individuals 
under 65, to provide that no ddductions from benefits shall be made 
because of outside earnings, and to extend coverage on a voluntary 
basis to certain ministers, teachers and others. Ways and Means. 


MACK (D Ill.) HR 8085.....2/25/54. Amend Railroad Retirement Act, 
Railroad Retirement Tax Act, and Railroad Unemployment Insurance 
Act, to liberalize the railroad retirement system, and adjust cer- 
tain benefits. Commerce. 


Foreign Policy 


IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 


WATKINS (R Utah) S 3005 2/24/54. Amend the Refugee Relief Act 
of 1953 re allotments of visas, required assurances, and adjustment 
of immigration status of certain nonimmigrants. Judiciary. 


HILLINGS (R Calif.) HR 8000 2/22/54. Provide for issuance of 
special nonimmigrant visas to any alien Communist government 
officials and their immediate families who: renounce Communism, 
refuse to return to a Communist country, possess information 
valuable to the U.S., and cooperate with the U.S. Judiciary. 

REED (R Ill.) HR 8092..... 2/25/54. Facilitate the entry of Philippine 
traders. Judiciary. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


DOUGLAS (D Il.) S Con Res 65.....2/25/54. Request President to in- 
struct U.S. Respresentative to the UN to bring the Korea and Katyn 
cases before the General Assembly for an investigation. Foreign 
Relations. 

*FERGUSON (R Mich.), Knowland (R Calif.), Millikin (R Colo.), Salton- 
stall (R Mass.) S Res 217.....3/2/54. Authorize the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee or a subcommittee thereof to make a study of exe- 
cutive agreements between the U.S. and foreign governments or in- 
ternational organizations especially since 1938, Foreign Relations. 


LANE (D Mass.) H Res 452.....2/25/54. Express sense of Congress 
that the Chinese Communists are not entitled to and should not be 
recognized to represent China at the Geneva meeting April 26, 
1954. Foreign Affairs 

MAHON (D Tex.) HR 8086.....2/25/54. Provide for acceptance of the 
U.S., as a gift from the Republic of Chile, of a memorial to General 
Bernardo O'Higgins, and for the erection of such memorial. House 
Administration. 

RODINO (D N.J.) HJ Res 457 3/1/54. Authorize the formulation and 
carrying out of a program fdr sending freedom messages behind the 
Iron Curtain. Foreign Affairs. 


Military and Veterans 
DEFENSE POLICY 


BATES (R Mass.) HR 8070.....2/25/54. Provide for payment of uniform 
allowances to certain Naval Reserve officers. Armed Services. 

BLATNIK (D Minn.) HR 8153.....3/2/54. Authorize the attendance of 
the U.S. Marine Band at the National Encampment of the Sons of 
Union Veterans to be held in Duluth, Minnesota, August 8 to August 
13, 1954. Armed Services. 

COLE (RF N.Y.) HR 8'56.....3/2/54. Provide for entertainment allowance 
to the chaplain at the U.S. Naval Academy. Armed Services 

FINO (R N.Y.) HR 8076.....2/25/54. Make available to Korean prisoners 
of war certain benefits of the War Claims Act of 1948. Commerce 

JOHNSON (R Calif.) HR 8165 3/2/54. Amend the Legislative Reor- 
ganization Act of 1946, as amended, to authorize a full and fair 
hearing of claims when demanded by the applicant. Armed Services 

LUCAS (D Tex.) HR 8167 3/2/54. Clarify the religious exemption 
under the Universal Military Training and Service Act. Armed 
Services. 

PELLY (R Wash.) HR 8171 3/2/84. Provide for restoration of the 
U.S.S. Olympia and for her disposition to Washington. Armed 
Services. 

ROGERS (R Mass.) (by request) HR 8180.....3/2/54. Increase the 
amount of federal aid to state or territorial homes for the support 
of disabled soldiers, sailors, and airmen of the U.S. Veterans. 


VETERANS 


MARTIN (R Pa.) (by request) S 3006..... 2/25/54. Permit court review of 
decisions on issuance, reinstatement, or conversion of insurance. 
Finance. 

MARTIN (R Pa.) (by request) S 3007 2/25/54. Limit eligibility of a 
stepchild and of a stepparent for servicemen’s indemnity awards. 
Finance. 


MARTIN (R Pa.) (by request) 8 3008.,...2/25/54. Amend the Service- 
men’s Indemnity Act of 1951 to regulate premium payments, Finance. 
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MARTIN (R Pa.) (by request) S 3009.....2/25/54. Amend the National 
Service Life Insurance Act of 1940 re insurance premium waiver 
benefits. Finance. 

MARTIN (R Pa.) (by request) S 3010.....2/25/54. Amend the National 
Service Life Insurance Act of 1940 to provide for payment to heirs 
of the insured now barred because of the limited class of benefici- 
aries allowed prior to August 1, 1946. Finance. 

MARTIN (RF Pa.) (by request) S 3011.....2/25/54. Amend Veterans 
Regulation No. 9 (a), as amended, to provide for transportation of 
the body of a veteran dying in a state veterans’ home. Finance. 

MARTIN (R Pa.) (by request) S 3012.....2/25/54. Establish for those 
in the armed forces during World War II, a further presumption of 
service connection for multiple sclerosis and chronic functional 
psychoses. Finance. 

MARTIN (R Pa.) (by request) 8 3013 2/25/54. Provide increases in 
the month\y rates of wartime service-connected death compensation 
payable to widows alone and to dependent parents. Finance. 

AYRES (R Ohio) HR 8151 
8095. 

AYRES (R Ohio) HR 8152.....3/2/54. Extend to June 30, 1955, the di- 
rect home and farmhouse loan authority of the Administrator of 
Veterans’ Affairs under title III of the Servicemen’s Readjustment 
Act, to make additional funds available therefor. Veterans. 

DORN (D 8.C.) HR 8073.....2/25/54. Amend Veterans’ Preference Act 
of 1944 to provide that the transfer of an employee from one shift 
to another shall in certain cases be deemed to be a reduction in 
his rank or compensation. Civil Service. 

KING (R Pa.) HR 8084.,,..2/25/54. Provide for reinstatement or re- 
issuance of national service life-insurance where certain veterans 
suffering from service-connected blindness have allowed their 
insurance to Japse or expire. Veterans. 

ROGERS (R Mass.) HR 8095 2/25/54. Expand and extend to June 30, 
1955, the direct home and farmhouse loan authority of the Adminis- 
trator of Veterans’ Affairs under title III of the Servicemen’s Re- 
adjustment Act of 1944, as amended, to make additional funds avail- 
able therefor. Veterans. 

SHEPPARD (D Calif.) HR 8181 3/2/54. Extend the time within whith 
persons may file for certain compensation benefits under laws ad- 
ministered by the VA. Veterans. 


Miscellaneous and Administrative 


CARLSON (R Kan.) 8 3027.....2/25/54. Incorporate the American Fed- 
eration of the Physically Handicapped. Judiciary. 

HUMPHREY (D Minn.) SJRes 135 3/1/54. Request the President to 
proclaim October 9 as Leif Erickson Day. Judiciary. 


BLATNIK (D Minn.) H J Res 460.....3/2/54. Request the President to 
proclaim October 9 as Leif Erickson Day. Judiciary. 

HOWELL (D N.J.) HJ Res 451 2/25/54. Similar to O’Hara (D II1.) 
HR 8089. 
KEATING (R N.Y.) 

HR 8089. 

KELLY (D N.Y.) 
HR 8089. 

KLEIN (D N.Y.) HR 8166 3/2/54. Promote public cooperation in 
rehabilitating and preserving the nation’s important historic 
properties in the New York City area. Interior. 

LYLE (D Tex.) HJ Res 454 2/25/54. Authorize the issuance of a 
special postage stamp to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
settlement of Panna Maria, Texas. Civil Service. 

McCORMACK (D Mass.) HR 8126.....3/1/54. Incorporate the American 
Federation of the Physically Handicapped. Judiciary. 

O'HARA (D Ill.) HR 8089 2/25/54. Authorize creation of a Federal 
Memoria! Commission to consider and formulate plans for con- 
struction in Washington, D. C. of an appropriate permanent memo- 
rial to Christopher Columbus. House Administration. 

PATMAN (D Tex.) HJ Res 459 3/1/54, Designate the lake to be 
formed by the completion of the Texarkana Dam and Reservoir on 
Sulphur River as Lake Texarkana. Public Works. 

REECE (R Tenn.) HJ Res 456 3/1/54. Provide for coinage of a medal 
in recognition of 30 years of public service of John Edgar Hoover 
as Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Banking and 
Currency. 


2/25/54. Similar to O'Hara (D Il.) 


H J Res 453 2/25/54. Similar to O’Hara (D Til.) 


CIVIL SERVICE 


GRISWOLD (R Neb.) 8 3042 3/1/54. Provide for acquisition by Re- 
serve officers of a classified civil-service status. Civil Service. 


CRETELLA (R Conn.) HR 8157 3/2/54. Authorize additional credits 
in the accounts of certain employees in the civil-service retirement 
and disability fund. Ways and Means 
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FINO (R N.Y.) HR 8075.....2/25/54. Grant to persons in the classified 
civil service the right to a hearing before, and a judicial review 
of, a removal or suspension. Civil Service. 

GROSS (R Iowa) HR 8123.....3/1/54. Amend Civil Service Retirement 
Act of 1930, as amended, to provide annuities for certain widows 
and widowers of retired employees and certain widows of employ- 
ees. Civil Service. 

POFF (R Va.) HR 8091.....2/25/54. Prohibit payment of government 
retirement benefits to persons convicted Of certain offenses. 

Civil Service. 

REES (R Kan.) HR 8093.....2/25/54. Amend Classification Act of 1949, 
as amended, and the Federal Employees Pay Act of 1945, as amend- 
ed, to increase certain pay rates, and make certain time and work 
adjustments. Civil Service. 

REES (R Kan.) HR 8131 3/1/54. Amend Civil Service Retirement 
Act of 1930, as amended, to provide annuities for certain widows 
and widowers of retired employees. Civil Service. 


CONSTITUTION, CIVIL RIGHTS 
3/2/54. Stmilar to O’Hara (D Il.) 


GRANAHAN (D Pa.) HR 8160 


HR 8088. 
O’HARA (D Ill.) HR 8088.....2/25/54. Provide relief against certain 


forms of discrimination in interstate transportation. Commerce. 
CRIMES, COURTS AND PRISONS 


HENDRICKSON (R N.J.) S Res 215 2/24/54. Extend to March 15, 
1954, the time within whith the Judiciary Committee may file pre- 
liminary report on juvenile delinquency investigation. 


BERRY (R S.D.) HR 8176 3/2/54. Confer jurisdiction upon the U.S. 
District Court for the District of South Dakota to hear, determine, 
and render judgment upon claims of all persons for damages 
arising out of the lowering of the water table near Cold Brook Dam, 
South Dakota. Judiciary. 

DEANE (D N.C.) HR 8120.....3/1/54. Make it unlawful for any person 
having a wife and children dependent upon him to flée to another 
state or foreign country to avoid providing for their support and 
maintenance. Judiciary. 

HILLINGS (R Calif.) HR 8080.....2/25/54. Provide for creation of two 
additional permanent circuit judgeships and one temporary one for 
the ninth circuit. Judiciary. 

SCOTT (R Pa.) HR 8173.....3/2/54. Provide that carrying of a deadly 
weapon about the person in either House of Congress or any commit- 
tee thereof, shall be a felony. Judiciary. 


CONGRESS 


*MORSE (I Ore.), Lehman (D N.Y.) S Con Res 64.....2/24/54. Make 
provision for a mandatory code of procedure for all committees 
of the House and Senate. 


BROOKS (D La.) HR 8154 3/2/54. Provide for construction of bullet- 
proof, shatterproof glass screens in the spectator’s galleries of 
the House of Representatives. Public Works. 

CEDERBERG (R Mich.) H Res 456 Provide for payment of certain 
hospital, medical, and nursing expenses. House Administration. 

FRIEDEL (D Md.) H Res 457 3/2/54. Provide for investigation of 
appropriate security measures for the House of Representatives. 
House Administration. 

HAGEN (R Minn.) H Con Res 203.....3/2/54. Establish a joint Congress- 
ional committee to investigate and study steps to promote the safety 
of Senators and Representatives. Rules. 

JAVITS (R N.Y.) H Con Res 202.....3/1/54. Establish a Joint Committee 
on Internal Security. Rules. 

LANE (D Mass.) HRes 458.....3/2/54. Create a select committee to 
investigate the possibility of providing adequate protection for 
Members of the House, legislative employees, and the visiting pub- 
lic during House sessions. Rules. 

LANTAFF (D Fla.) HR 8068..... 2/25/54. Make provision for clerk hire, 
postage allowance, telephone and telegraph service for the Mem- 
bers of the House. House Administration. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


O'HARA (R Minn.) HR 8128..... 3/1/54. Modify the requirement for an 
oath in certain cases in attachment proceedings inD.C. D.C. 

SAYLOR (R Pa.) HR 8096 2/25/54. Authorize and direct the D.C. 
Commissioners to construct a bridge over the Potomac River near 
Roaches Run. D.C. 

SIMPSON (R Ill.) HR 8097 2/25/54. Authorize the financing of a 
program of public works construction for D.C. D.C. 














INDIAN AND TERRITORIAL AFFAIRS 


*GOLDWATER (R Ariz.}, Chavez (D N.M.) § 3043..... 3/1/54. Authorize 
the leasing of restricted Indian lands in Arizona or on the Navaho 
Indian Reservation in New Mexico, for religious, educational, 
residential, business arid other purposes requiring long-term leases 
Interior 

BELCHER (R Okla.) H Res 455..... 3/2/54. Provide for a referendum on 
the question of independence for Puerto Rico. Interior. 

HOLMES (R Wash.) HR 8081.....2/25/54. Authorize the purchase, sale, 
and exchange of certain Indian lands on the Yakima Indian Reser - 
vation. Interior. 

PATTEN (D Ariz.) HR 8130..... 3/1/54. Authorize the leasing of re- 
stricted Indian lands in Arizona or on the Navaho Indian Reserva- 
tion in New Mexico for religious, educational, residential, business, 
and other purposes requiring the grant of long-term leases. In- 
terior. 


LAND AND LAND TRANSFERS 


BUTLER (R Md.) §S 3033..... 2/26/54. Authorize the Secretary of Com- 
merce, acting through the Coast and Geodetic Survey, to assist 
Maryland and Delaware to reestablish their common boundary. 
Judiciary. 

JOHNSON (D Tex.) S 3001..... 2/24/54. Convey by quitclaim deed certain 
land to the state of Texas. Public Works. 

RUSSELL (D Ga.) SJ Res 1%M..... 2/26/54. Authorize and direct the 
Secretary of Agriculture to quitclaim retained rights in a certain 
tract of land to the Board of Education of Irwin County, Georgia. 
Agriculture. 

WHEELER (D Ga.) HJ Res 458.....3/1/54. Authorize and direct the 
Secretary of Agriculture to quitclaim retained rights in a certain 
tract of land to the Board of Education of Irwin County, Georgia. 
Agriculture. 


POST OFFICE 


*CARLSON (R Kan.), Johnston (D S.C.) (by request) S 3028..... 2/25 /54. 
Require the Postmaster General to r2imburse postmasters of dis- 
continued post offices for equipment owned by the postmaster. 
Civil Service. 

GUBSER (R Calif.) HR 8137..... 3/1/54. Exempt regular and classified 
substitute employees in post offices of the first, second, and third 
classes from residence requirements governing appointment amd 
service of postmasters at post offices to which such employees 
are assigned. Civil Service. 

HARDEN (R Ind.) HR 8162..... 3/2/54. Provide for the reimbursement 
of postmasters for fixtures and equipment in use at time of dis- 
continuance of such post offices. Civil Service 

HARDEN (R Ind.) HR 8163.....3/2/54. Provide that equipment for use 
in post offices shall be furnished by the Post Office Department 
Civil Service ? 

JAVITS (R N.Y.) HR 8082.....2/25/54. Provide for exclusion from the 
mails of mail violating certain state laws re improper solicitations 
of contributions by charitable organizations and forbid payment of 
money orders therefor. Civil Service 


PRESIDENTIAL POLICY 


HALLECK (R Ind.) HR 8069.....2/25/54. Extend from March 1, 1954 to 
March 1, 1955, the time for the final report and expiration of the 
Commission on Intergovernmenta! Relations 


Taxes and Economic Policy 
COMMERCE AND COMMUNIC ATIONS 


BUTLER (R Md.) S 3021.....2/25/54. Amend Interstate Commerce Act 
to authorize the terminal placement of railroad cars without separate 
charge therefor in certain cases. Commerce 


HARDEN (R Ind.) HR 8161..... 3/2/54. Provide for a system of turning, 


starting, and stopping signals for operating motor vehicles, and a 
system of highway signs to be uniform throughout the U.S. Public 
Works. 





PUBLIC WORKS AND RECLAMATION 


CORDON (R Ore.) S 3004.....2/24/54. Provide for preliminary exami- 
nation and survey of streams emptying into Coos Bay, Oregon, for 
flood control and allied purposes. Public Works. 

DWORSHAK (R Idaho) § 3035..... 2/26/54. Provide for transfer of title 
to movable property to irrigation districts or water users’ organ- 
izations under the federal reclamation laws. Interior. 

KUCHEL (R Calif.) S 3040..... 3/1/54. Provide financial assistance to 
the Oakdale and South San Joaquin Irrigation Districts, California, 
in constructing the Tri-Dam project. Interior 

BROWNSON (R Ind.) HR 8177.....3/2/54. Provide for creation of the 
St. Lawrence Seaway Development C or poration to construct part of 
the seaway in the U.S., empower it to finance the U.S. share ona 
self-liouidating basis, and make negotiations with Canada. Public 
Works. 

ELLSWORTH (R Ore.) HR 8074.....2/25/54. Provide for preliminary 
examination and survey of streams emptying into Coos Bay, Oregon, 
for flood control and allied purposes. Public Works. 

ENGLE (D Calif.) HR 8121.....3/1/54. Make provision for the adminis- 
tration by the Secretary of Interior of section 9 (d) and (e) of the 
Reciamation Project Act of 1939. Interior. 

McGREGOR (R Ohio) HR 8127.....3/1/54. Amend and supplement the 
Federal-Aid Road Act of 1916, to authorize appropriations for con- 
tinuing the construction of highways. Public Works. 

RHODES (R Ariz.) HR 8094..... 2/25/54. Provide loans for the cost of 
improving the distribution system of the Salt River reclamation 
project, Arizona, to conserve water resources. Interior 


TAXES AND TARIFFS 


CORDON (R Ore.) S 3041.....3/1/54. 
divisions thereof from the tax on conveyances. 

BELCHER (R Okla.) HR 8071..... 2/25/54. Amend Internal Revenue Code 
to allow taxpayer to deduct from gross income the cost of providing 
care for certain dependents if care is required because taxpayer 
is gainfully employed. Ways and Means. 

CHURCH (R Ill.) HR 6155..... 3/2/54. Continue until June 30, 1955, the 
suspension of duties and import taxes on metal scrap. Ways and Means 

COON (R Ore.) HR 8119.....3/1/54. Amend Internal Revenue Code to 
provide that the tax on admissions shall not apply inthe case of ad- 
missions to certain rodeos, community shows, and festivals. 

Ways and Means. 

JAVITS (R N.Y.) HR 8088.....2/25/54. Provide for public accountability 
by tax-exempt organizations. Ways and Means. 

KERSTEN (R Wis.) HR 8125.....3/1/54. Amend Internal Revenue Code 
to provide certain deductions for taxpayers and dependents who are 
physically or mentally disabled. Ways and Means 

McVEY (R Ill.) HR 8169.....3/2/54. Amend the Internal Revenue C ode 
to permit a taxpayer to deduct tuition expenses paid by him for 
educating his children through the eighth grade. Ways and Means. 

MARTIN (R lowa) HR 8087.....2/25/54. Eliminate farm tractor fue) and 
certain other liouids from the manufacturers’ excise tax on gasoline 
Ways and Means. 

O'NEILL (D Mass.) HR 8129.....3/1/54. Establish a self-sustaining 
national pension system to benefit those over 60, stabilize economic 
structure of the nation, and induce a more equitable distribution of 
wealth through monetary circulation. Ways and Means 

REED (R N.Y.) HR 8150..... 3/2/54. Reduce excise taxes 
Means. 

REES (R Kan.) HR 8132..... 3/1/54. Increase the tax exemptions of a 
taxpayer, his spouse, his dependents, and the additional exemptions 
for old age and blindness from $600 to $750. Ways and Means. 

STAGGERS (D W. Va.) HR 86134..... 3/1/54. Increase the personal in- 
come-tax exemptions (including those for dependents and the ad- 
ditional ones for old age and blindness) from $600 to $800 for 1954, 
and to $1,000 for 1955 and succeeding years. Ways and Means. 

WIDNALL (R 'N.J.) HR 8136..... 3/1/54. Amend Internal Revenue Code re 
admission taxes on intercollegiate rowing regattas. Ways ani Means 

YORTY (D Calif.) HR 8116..... 3/1/54. Amend Internal Revenue C ode to 
increase the income tax exemptions allowed a taxpayer, his spouse, 
and dependents to $700 for the taxable year 1954 and to $800 for 
succeeding taxable years. Ways and Means 


Exempt states and political sub- 
Finance 


Ways and 
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congressional quiz 





1. Q--What is the seating capacity in each chamber 


of Congress? 


A--The House of Representatives, with 435 Mem- 
bers, has 448 seats on the ‘‘floor.’’ Each seat is 
tan leather-covered and has leather-padded arm 
rests. On the Senate ‘‘floor’’ there are 96 arm- 
rest chairs and 96 mahogany desks, one for each 
Senator. In both chambers, there are special 
seats set aside for the presiding officer, and for 
clerks, reporters of debate and others. Visitors 
to Senate sessions may choose from among 621 
seats in the gallery. The House has 616 gallery 
seats for visitors. 


. Q--Can a member of the armed services write to 
his Congressman stating his views on legislation? 


A--Section 4a of the Universal Military Training 

and Service Act (Public Law 51 of the 82nd Con- 
gress) reads: ‘‘No member of the Armed Forces 
shall be restricted or prevented from communi- 
cating directly or jndirectly with any Member or 
Members of Congress concerning any subject 
unless such communication is in violation of law, 
...or the security and safety of the United States.”’ 


. Q--How does the government support farm prices? 


A--When the government determines the price- 
support level for farm products, it guarantees that 
farmers will receive that price either on the “free 
market’’ or from the government. If market 
prices fall below the guaranteed level, the govern- 
ment redeems its pledge through various devices. 
Among them is the non-recourse loan, under which 
the government lends the farmer whatever his crop 
is worth at the guaranteed price, using the crop as 
collateral. If the market price rises above the 
support level, the farmer repays the loan, re- 
claims his crop, and sells it. If prices remain 
low, he forfeits his crop but keeps the loan money. 
When the government takes over the crop as col- 
lateral, it keeps it off the ‘‘freemarket.’’ By re- 
ducing surplus supplies in this way, the govern- 
ment helps strike a balance with demand, forcing 
market prices up. 


Q--What is parity? 


A--Parity -- as applied to farm prices and in- 
come -- is a formula to measure the purchasing 
power of the farmer’s income from sale of his 
produce. Current prices and income are compared 
to levels in a base period. If a farmer gets 100 
per cent of parity for a bushel of corn, the pro- 
ceeds of that sale will buy him as many Sunday 
neckties as the price of corn bought during the 
base period. Corn and some other farm products 
now are supported at 90 per cent of parity. (The 
Agriculture Department determines the price 


equal to full parity. Ninety per cent of that is 90 
per cent of parity -- the support level. Other com- 
modities are supported at lower levels, and some 
are not supported at all -- or only indirectly, as 
through government purchases to drain surpluses 
off the market.) 


. Q--How would Secretary of Agriculture Ezra T, 


Benson change supports of corn and other products 
now propped at 90 per cent of parity? 


A--Instead of rigid (fixed) supports at 90 percent 
of parity,he wants to use sliding-scale (flexible) 
supports, ranging from 75 to 90 per cent of 
parity. Under his plan, supports would be at 90 
per cent only when there were no surpluses. As 
surpluses accumulated, the support level would 
dip. The theory is that lower prices would in- 
crease consumption -- eating up surpluses -- and 
that high supports would encourage production in 
times of shortage. (Tobacco, alone among the six 
‘*basics’’ would retain 90 per cent supports.) 


Q--We always hear about the federal deficit. I’ve 
been wondering, when has the federal government 
shown a surplus recently? 


A--The federal budget has shown a surplus in 
three fiscal years since the end of World War II, 
namely fiscal 1947, 1948 and1951. The surplus in 
fiscal 1948 was $8,419,470,000, the largest in U.S, 
history. 


. Q--Can current members of the Communist Party 


emigrate to the U.S,? 


A--Not legally,according to terms of the (McCar- 
ran-Walter) Immigration and Nationality Act of 
1952. However, Rep. George E, Bender (R Ohio) 
said Feb. 20 that as many as ‘‘100past and pres- 
ent members of the Communist Party have been 
entering the U.S, daily from Mexico,”’ and that a 
“similar situation (prevails) along the Canadian 
border as well."’ 


. Q--Has anything like the March | shooting affair 


in the House occurred before? 


A--When five Representatives were wounded in the 
House March 1, itwas the first time that Members 
had been fired upon while on the floor, according 
to Library of Congress authorities. However, 
members have been shot at elsewhere. The most 
recent death from such cause occurred in 1935, 
when Sen. Huey P, Long (D La.) was assassinated 
at Baton Rouge, La. 


NOTE: CQ Weekly Report page on which additional 
data may be found: (7) 264. 





